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Worship Services for June, 9:15 am & 11:00 am

This month’s theme is “REVELRY”

JUNE 5 JUNE 12
Rev. Julia Hamilton

Regard the Lotus Shared Bounty

Worship Associate Michael Guinn
JUNE 26

Revel Without a Cause

Rev. Julia Hamilton

JUNE 19

Liberation and Celebration
Rev. Julia Hamilton

Fields of lotus flowers bloom in the water, rising through the 
muck and mud to open beautifully amid lush green leaves. 
In our human lives, we must live in both places   — in the mud 
and in the sunlight. Let us gather to reflect on the teachings 
of this flower.  This is our Flower Communion Sunday, so bring 
a flower (any kind will do!) to share in this beautiful Unitarian 
Universalist tradition.  

Special Note: Our Annual Meeting of the Congregation begins 
after the second service. Don’t miss this celebration of our 
past year and the chance to look ahead at the year to come.

The fruits and vegetables produced here on the Central Coast 
are beautiful enough to make you weep. They grace the tables 
of restaurants and homes around the nation — and yet the 
people who grow and pick this bounty are rarely given a second 
thought. What might it be like to create a different way of being 
with our farmworker neighbors?

After the second service, join us for a discussion about the 
recently proposed “Farmworker Bill of Rights” with our guest 
Maricela Morales, Executive Director of CAUSE (Central Coast 
Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy).

Have you heard of “Juneteenth”? On June 19, 1865, Union sol-
diers delivered the news in Texas that freedom was the law of 
the land – over two years after the Emancipation Proclamation 
had been issued! This day of delayed but inevitable liberation is 
now celebrated as “Juneteenth,” a holiday that has taken root 
in the South but is spreading around the nation. What can we 
learn from this holiday about how to celebrate freedom?

Revel without a cause? Why not? Well, for starters, classic 
interpretations of the Hebrew scriptures suggest that revelry is 
to be frowned upon — something the greatest “sinners” seem 
inextricably drawn to. But do we revel enough today? Come 
join us for some celebration and reflection, as Michael Guinn 
examines revelry and why letting go a bit more often might not 
be such a bad thing.

USSB Chancel Choir will sing

USSB Chancel Choir will singUSSB Men’s Ensemble will sing

Mark your calendars for a summertime shift: starting on 
Sunday, June 26, we will move to a single service over the 
summer,  with our last single service on Labor Day weekend, 
Sunday, September 4.  

Summer Sundays will be led by the ministers, Rev. Julia and 
Rev. Caitlin, as well as our fantastic Worship Associates 
and the occasional guest, so you can be sure that the same 
high-quality Sunday services you have come to expect will 
continue. Our children and youth will participate in special, 

SUMMER SUNDAYS!
Starting June 26, a Single Service at 10:00 a.m.

summer-only RE activities that are planned for them by our 
wonderful Religious Education leaders. So go ahead, plan a 
picnic in the park after worship, or take a meditative walk in 
Alice Keck Park Gardens across the street before the service 
starts. We welcome your ideas about how we can make sum-
mers at the Unitarian Society a time of spiritual rejuvenation.  

Summer Sundays. Your home for connection, renewal, inspira-
tion, learning, laughing, singing, and celebrating. Every week 
at 10:00 a.m. Limited time only! 

Music to be announced

                             Living with Integrity, Nurturing Wonder, Inspiring Action
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USSB Welcomes District Assembly!

Carol Preston creating beautiful table decorations 
with greenery from Dorothy and John Warnock’s 
garden. Photo by Gun Dukes.

Ken Ryals leading the USSB Chancel Choir at 
District Assembly. Photo by Erin Wilson.

Banners from congregations all over the Southwest were hung throughout the Sanctuary. Photo by Mary Moore.

District Assembly 2016

District Assembly was a huge success. Over 250 
UUers from the Pacific Southwest district gathered 
at USSB to join in worship, participate in workshops 
and youth bridging, and to share community.

Thank you to all the USSB volunteers who were able 
to assist! A special thank you to Chuck Flacks, Chris 
Shorb, and Jody and Doug Thomas, who were Team 
Leads for the event.

Erin Wilson, Director of Administration
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On May 1, we celebrated Spring by making 
May Day Cones for friends, neighbors, and 
family. Preschoolers, elementary kids, and ju-

nior high youth got cozy while taking turns admiring 
the work of their friends, helping one another, and ex-
citedly sharing their own work. When service ended, 
parents casually joined us. Some took 
up seats around preschool furniture, 
others chatted in the shade of Starr 
King’s patio while their children ran 
and played in the yard. 

There is something to be said for en-
joying community time as a family. 
In this space, children were able to 
flow between showing their parents 
the work they had done in RE, and 
playing with their friends. Like-
wise, parents were able to extend 
their community hour and sit down 
to enjoy snacks and conversation 
without kids hanging off their limbs, 
asking when it would be time to 
leave. We want to create more of this for families.

As a new mother, I am beginning to appreciate  those 
(dare I say, magical) moments in which I am not 
responsible for my child, but I know where he is 
and that he is happy and cared for. This is precisely 
what Middle Hour will offer families: an opportu-

nity to connect and replenish. Leading into their 
RE classes, our children will enjoy free play and 
community-building activities (or time to sleep 
in). Following snack, and with rest and play under 
their belts, children can engage in deeper thought 
and conversation around their RE topic. Parents 

can attend service knowing their 
child is cared for, and then enjoy 
a full hour of community time 
while Children’s RE is in session.

In support of Middle Hour, this 
summer we will be reinventing 
the way we use Jefferson Court-
yard (in lower campus). Families 
will be able to grab a snack and 
sit with one another to enjoy 
conversation, community, and 
connection. We’re thinking bistro 
tables and folding chairs, a spruc-
ing up of our RE bulletin boards, 
and perhaps even adding a few 
more benches, potted plants…I’m 

partial to garden gnomes, though they may not be 
what renters would like to see in the background 
of their wedding pictures. If you’re enthusiastic 
about this kind of project, connect with me on 
Sunday mornings or by emailing jena@ussb.org.    

Jena Foster

Religious Education Families: Community Time
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The Unitarian Society of Santa 
Barbara has had a longstand-
ing relationship with the Pacific 

Pride Foundation.  Working for LGBTQ 
equality is a long-term commitment of 
this congregation, and we have stood 
with PPF in the public square to advo-
cate for justice and celebrate our prog-
ress! USSB turns to PPF for resources 
and education as we seek to grow in our 
understanding of the current needs of 
the LGBTQ community. Our own spir-
itual journey is enriched by our work 
with Pacific Pride. 

The mission of Pacific Pride Foundation is to advocate 
for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 

community and to prevent the 
transmission of HIV. Since its for-
mation, Pacific Pride Foundation 
has become the foremost resource 
for people living with HIV/AIDS 
and the LGBT community, both 
in Santa Barbara County and the 
coastal communities of California 
between Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco. With offices in Santa Barbara 
and Santa Maria, PPF is a strong,  
respected leader providing high 
quality, compassionate health and 
social service programs not avail-

able through any other organization in the county.
For more information, visit  www.pacificpridefoundation.org

Pacific Pride Foundation

Outreach Offering Ministry Team News

Each month, our congregation gives 25% of our 
Sunday offering to projects and community part-
ners. In 2014-15, this gift totaled nearly $10,000! 

Even a portion of this sum can make a real difference 
for these organizations. So how do we decide where these 
resources go? 

This year, we want to include our members and friends in 
the recipient selection process for Outreach Offerings. 
An Outreach Offering Ministry Team has been formed, 
and we’ll be soliciting nominations for future offering  
recipients from you.  

Is there a project near and dear to YOUR heart, that is 
in keeping with UU Principles, and for whom our gift 
would make a meaningful impact? Then stay tuned for                  
information about the Outreach Offerings Nomination 
form, which will be available in June.   

Nomination Process Schedule

Monday, June 20: Outreach Offering Nomination Form 
available on the church website

Sunday June 26–Sunday July 24: Nomination forms avail-
able from Outreach Offerings table in the Courtyard. 
Completed forms will also be collected. 

August: Congregation receives nomination ballot and may 
vote their choices

We are happily anticipating the results of this process and 
hoping for new and mutually beneficial relationships with 
our recipient organizations.  

For further information on this process or to volunteer to 
assist our team, please contact:

Marisa Pasquini, marisainsb@gmail.com 
Deborah Hartman, dshartman100@gmail.com

June Outreach Offering

The Outreach Offering Ministry Team Is Reaching Out – to YOU!
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The Movie: 
Hugo

A Martin Scorsese film starring Asa Butterfield      
as Hugo, and Ben Kingsley as George Melies,  
tells the story of an orphan who is alone, except 

for an uncle who lives in the walls of a train station in 
1930s Paris.

I was about to cull 
this movie because 
no one had signed it 
out for almost a year, 
when a member said,  
“Oh, that’s one of my 
favorites.” I agree.

Hugo’s job is to oil and 
maintain the train 
station’s clocks while 
his alcoholic uncle 
drinks himself to death. 
No one knows that 
the boy is doing all 
this work alone, and is 
secretly trying to find 
parts for an “automaton” that had belonged to his father

There are plenty of adventures as Hugo tries to unravel a 
mystery.  The film shows breathtaking views of Paris, and 
all is resolved with gentle humor and lots of kindness.

The film won an Academy Award for Best Visual Effects.

Library Corner

The Book: 
Being Mortal: Medicine and 
What Matters in the End, 

by Atul Gawande

This is the book that started “the conversation” 
between family members of different generations. 
It is the current read in numerous book clubs, and 

the medical profession is 
taking heed.

Gawande brings us face 
to face with the inevitable 
condition of aging and 
death, and opens the 
question of why doctors 
continue to be committed 
to extending life by 
carrying out devastating 
procedures that in the 
end extend suffering 
without any possibility of 
a cure.

In a moving account of his father’s personal struggles at 
the end, Gawande tells us of his own despair at seeing 
him fail, but makes us aware that every day contained 
some measure of joy and dignity for his dying parent.

Here I would like to remind everyone to have that 
conversation with your loved ones, and to complete your 
“My Five Wishes” document.

Atul Gawande is a surgeon at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital in Boston, and a professor at Harvard Medical 
School.

Reviews by Ellie Tuazon

Your library committee appreciates your donations of books and movies. We try to 
maintain the high quality of products that the original committee sought, so we are a 
little fussy about what we accept, and we thank you for your understanding.

If any of you have the last book by Oliver Sacks,  Gratitude, and are willing to share it, we 
would love to have it for the library.

Here are our reviews:
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Our Children’s Religious Education Vision Team 
is doing great work! One of our recent meetings 
was committed to coming up with a draft for a 

Children’s Religious Education Mission statement. We 
emerged with:

Religious Education at USSB: together we create a fun 
and supportive multigenerational community that fosters 
curious minds, generous hearts, and a passion for justice.

Now the RE Vision Team is turning to the task of recruit-
ing volunteers to make the program happen. Finding lay 
leadership for our new Children’s Religious Education 
(CRE) Ministry Team is critical. Our CRE Ministry 
Team will be charged with: 

• Connecting families to each other

• Finding ways for children and families to be involved 
with social justice

• Identifying the skills and passions of members in the 
congregation and bringing them into CRE

• Listening to the needs of families and helping our 
CRE program be responsive to those needs

• Making sure the program is fun! Looking for where 
the energy and excitement already exists among our 
kids and our volunteers

• Encouraging growth in emotional intelligence and 
spiritual development as well as intellectual learning

• Bringing the congregation together across the gen-
erations and keeping the communities of the “upper 
and lower” courtyards connected.

Starting this fall, RE Volunteers will have the option of 
helping anywhere from once or twice a year to once or 
twice a month. We will launch a new curriculum using 
some ideas from Scout programs (see the May Kaleido-
scope for more information about this program). The 
younger kids will be “Scouting Our Values” while third 
through fifth grades will be “Scouting Our Principles.” 
The middle school kids will spend the year exploring 
our UU “Sources,” which will mean visits to neighbor-
ing places of worship and conversation with leaders 
from other faiths. But we need you to make this happen, 
so stop by the RE table to find out more, and consider 
signing up to share your skills and passions with the          
next generation.

Rev. Caitlin S. Cotter

Contemplations

The Great Decisions discussion program takes 
us beyond the headlines by providing a look at 
eight of the most significant and far-reaching 

challenges facing the world. On June 9, we will explore 
the subject of Climate Change and the developments 
within the U.S. as well as the positions of China,      
Europe, and the underdeveloped nations. On June 23, 
we will examine the recent thaw in relations with Cuba 
and the consequences of the U.S. approach to remov-
ing long-standing obstacles. 

Great Decisions
FOREIGN POLICY DISCUSSION GROUP CONCLUDES WITH TWO MEETINGS IN JUNE 

There is an afternoon session at 2:00 p.m. that meets 
in Parish Hall and an evening session that meets at 
7:00 p.m. in Jefferson Hall. More than 70 members 
and friends have signed up to participate! Members 
are welcome to attend these final sessions and then 
decide if you would like to participate next year. Any-
one curious about the program is invited to contact 
John Warnock at johnwwarnock@gmail.com. 

John Warnock, Program Coordinator
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Welcome to Our Newest Members!

We all have treasured memories of foreign places that we have 
visited. In February 2014, Anita Blume and Ken Ralph visited 
Nepal, and in this Alliance program, Anita will share some of 

her experiences there with slides of Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, and villages 
in the Katmandu Valley. Many of the buildings you will see in these slides 
are no longer there as they were destroyed during the April 2015 Nepal 
earthquake. Hearing Anita’s stories and seeing her pictures will be almost 
like being there. Come and join us Friday, June 3 at 2:00 p.m. (our last 
gathering until October) and bring refreshments to share as you are able.

The Alliance Meeting

Hello, I’m Angela! I was born in 
1983 in northern Illinois. I grew 
up in a small-ish town named 
McHenry. I moved to Urbana for 
university, where I studied physics. 
Ten years ago I moved to Goleta 
for grad school and six years ago I 
moved to Lompoc. I just “moved” 
back to the Santa Barbara area. I 

My name is Annette Ndagano. I 
was born December 26, 1963 in a 
remote village of Mweruka, Ugan-
da. I have several siblings. My early 
childhood education, until the 5th 
grade, was held at one primary 
school serving several villages. My 
parents knew that their children 
had no chance of excelling so I was 
taken to a Catholic boarding school 
where I finished my primary edu-
cation. I then attended an all-girls 
Catholic school, Trinity College 
Nabbingo, for my secondary and 
advanced studies. I was one of the 
87 students admitted to Makerere 
University Medical School in 1982, 
the only medical school in the 
whole country at the time. I grad-
uated from medical school in 1988 

Annette Ndagano

Angela Karmis

and migrated to the United States 
to pursue postgrad studies and a 
better life. I did my three years of 
pediatric residency at Mercy Hospi-
tal of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and 
graduated in 1997. I’m currently a 
pediatrician with the Santa Barbara 
County Public Health Department. 
I am a single mother to two sons 
and a daughter and I currently live 
in Santa Barbara.    

obtained my Ph.D. from UCSB four 
years ago and taught as an adjunct 
while figuring out my life. For a 
variety of reasons I’ve left academia 
and a traditional career path. I’m 
currently exploring my interests 
more thoroughly. I love to perform 
and make people laugh! I enjoy 
working in the service of others. I 
consider myself a good listener and 
a great teacher. I like nature, hiking, 
music, and dancing. Religiously, I 
was raised with nothing. One year 
ago I started attending UU services 
in Lompoc. I’ve always seen much 
beauty and transcendence in the 
world. I would like to explore that 
more here!

Will Dewey
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The Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara

1535 Santa Barbara Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Office. (805) 965-4583
Fax. (805) 965-6273

e-mail: ussb@ussb.org
Internet. www.ussb.org

Julia Hamilton, Senior Minister
Caitlin S. Cotter, Assistant Minister
Ken Collier, Minister Emeritus
Jena Foster, Director of Religious Education
Tiffany Jolie, R.E. Coordinator
Erin Wilson, Director of Administration
Ken Ryals, Choral Director
Heather Levin, Pianist
Mahlon Balderston, Organist Emeritus
Eden M. Kennedy, Office Manager
Megan Moyer, Membership Coordinator
Jon Diaz, Sexton

Sunday Worship Services: 9:15 and 11:00 am; Children’s Program: 9:15 am 
Summer Services begin June 26 with one service at 10:00 am
Nursery & Children’s Care: Sunday 9:00 am – 12:30 pm, Starr King
Office Hours: Sunday 9:00 am to noon,  Mon- Thur: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Next Newsletter Deadline:
Monday, June 20

for material covering July 2016
E-mail: Kaleidoscope@ussb.org

The Annual Meeting 

is Sunday, June 5 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

in Parish Hall


