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“Living with Integrity, Nurturing Wonder, Inspiring Action”

April 2016  The Monthly Newsletter of the Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara  Editor: Lesley Champlin

Our theme for this month is Revelation
Worship Services for April—9:15 am & 11:00 am

K
April 3 April 10

Rev. Julia Hamilton

Kids These Days

USSB Chancel Choir will sing

We usually think that truth comes through reason, science, math-
ematics, and that sort of thing. But suppose, just suppose, there is 
another source of truth. Suppose truth can also be revealed. Then 
what? As one of our hymns has it, “Revelation is Not Sealed.”

It is accepted wisdom that kids these days are not staying with the 
religion of their parents. But is that true? A 35-year, multi-faith study says 
otherwise – that the transmission of religious tradition in the United States 
has remained stable, not declined. What do we do with this revelation, 
particularly as we reimagine our own programs for children and youth? 

Rev. Ken Collier, Minister Emeritus

Earth: Our Oasis in Space

April 17

This Earth Day, a blue flag with a picture of our planet will be 
flapping in the breeze in Santa Barbara, a reminder of this city’s 
long history of environmentalism. This Earth flag was designed in 
1970 by Earth Day founder and pioneer 
John McConnell, an early leader in the 
international peace movement. He was 
inspired by the striking first photo-
graphs of the whole Earth taken during 
America’s historic Apollo 10 space 
mission in 1969, images that changed 
the way many of us think about this 
planet where we live. What can this 
image mean for us, and how can we continue to live into Santa Barba-
ra’s Earth Day Legacy? Join us for an Earth Day service reflecting on 
what it means to be a citizen of our beautiful, fragile spaceship Earth. 

Rev. Caitlin Cotter
 Passover

April 24

In the Jewish tradition, this is Passover, when the story of Exodus is 
retold and the liberation of the Jewish people is remembered through 
ritual and celebration. What can we learn from the Passover Seder 
and from the power of telling and retelling stories from age to age?

Rev. Julia Hamilton 

Men’s Ensemble will sing

Music by USSB Wild Bright Stars 

Music to be arranged

Revelation Is Not Sealed

Wellspring Wednesday returns  April 13 and runs through May 18. 

Offerings will include Unitarian Universalist History and other amazing 
classes you won’t want to miss, so be sure you have those dates in your 
calendar. There will also be plenty of opportunities to volunteer to make 
those classes and dinners happen, and we gladly welcome more volunteers 
for the Wellspring Wednesday TaskForce. There’s nothing like coming 
together for a meal and then learning together!

Wellspring Wednesdays Return This Month
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From the Board: Calling All Members! 
Time to Plan for Program Year 2016 - 2017

Your USSB Board of Trustees has been hard at work this 
year developing the infrastructure through which we 
govern the Society, assuring that the Board and Lead 
Minister are in synch on what our bylaws and policies in-
tend (interpretations), and understanding those things or 
actions (limitations) that the Lead Minister and her staff 
are not permitted to do without Board input, or at all.  

If you are curious about this work, please come to 
a Board meeting, read the Board’s minutes posted on 
our website, or review the Society’s bylaws and policies 
which are also posted on the website under the ‘About’ 
section.

These statements and documents are NOT the ultimate 
goal or end product of the Board’s work. Rather the goal 
is to provide the framework for collaborative activity 
and action, which flows from and allows us, our beloved 
community, to live towards fulfilling our MISSION, 
VALUES, and ENDS & PRIORITIES.

In 2013, the Congregation adopted these Mission and 
Values statements:

MISSION

The Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara is a loving 
community of seekers: Living with integrity,  
Nurturing wonder, Inspiring action.

VALUES
Our actions embody:  Community, Courage, Love, 
Diversity, Generosity, Joy.

In 2013, we also adopted ENDS Statements for 2013-
2018, twelve (12) in all, grounded in our Mission and 
Values. Clearly we were new at this, both congregation 
and Board, and our hearts and minds bigger than our 
time and resources. But, that is our way, is it not? To 
think expansively, to know that there is always more we 
could be doing, while we continue to strive to live our 
mission.

This article doesn’t have room to list all 12 of our 
ENDS. However, they are on the USSB website (also 
under the ‘About’ section), and beginning March 20, you 
will find a one-page document at the Board Is In table in 
the Courtyard, which has these statements listed. Please 
pick one up; you will need it for your HOMEWORK.

WHAT? – HOMEWORK? - NO WAY! (At least that 

is what you might say if you were any one of my family.) 
Actually the Board of Trustees hopes that you will 
become familiar with our Mission, Values, and Ends 
in preparation for our next Congregational Forum: 
Program Priorities for 2016-2017, to be held on Sunday, 
April 10, right after the second service. At this forum, 
the Board will share with you our draft Program Prior-
ities, which we created after doing our homework, just 
as we are asking the same of you. Breaking into small 
groups, you will have the opportunity to review these 
draft priorities, add and subtract specific activities, with 
each group reaching Three Top Priorities.

Again, we recognize that we can’t “do it all.” USSB 
has neither the human nor monetary resources to do 
everything at once that we dream of or envision, so we 
must PRIORITIZE and decide to which activities in 
2016-2017 we will allocate our Society’s time, staff and 
volunteer, and dollar resources. We do this by asking 
ourselves these questions:

1. What is alive for me in each END? For example, Reli-
gious Education is connected to END #3 - Engage in
Life Long Learning. Perhaps this calls to you. Or our
work with PFLAG and Planned Parenthood is con-
nected to END #12 - Form Partnerships beyond our
congregation consistent with our mission and values.

2. How might our congregation be different if we live
into my priorities in the next 3-5 years by allocating
resources to them in 2016-2017?

Once the small groups have their priorities, we will 
come together to reach consensus on one list of prior-
ities for the Board to review and finalize at its April 26 
Board meeting. Check your email, Kaleidoscope, or the 
USSB website for dates for Town Hall Meetings where 
we will present the Program Year Plan - 2016-2017 and 
the proposed budget.

Lastly, put Sunday, June 5 on your calendars for our 
USSB Annual Meeting at which the congregation will 
review highlights of our work together this year, elect 
new Board of Trustee and Nominating Committee 
members, and vote on the Program Year Plan. 

“It takes a village,” as someone said. I believe it and 
I love it—working together, with integrity, in wonder, 
and action. It is how we make the world a better place.

Melinda Staveley, 
USSB Board President 
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Nearly everywhere I go in Santa Barbara, when I say that I 
am a minister at the Unitarian Society, I am greeted with 
a warm smile of recognition. “Oh, you’re the place that 
does the Warming Centers!” someone might say. Or per-
haps they mention our work for LGBTQ equality. Or they 
talk about a moving memorial service they attended. Or 
they say they appreciate the way that we show up for inter-
faith community actions.

And although I am proud of all of these 
things, I want to tell this person that what they 
have seen is only the tip of the iceberg! Day af-
ter day, week after week, I am witness to all of 
the ways that you, the members and friends of 
this community, show up for each other and 
for the world. I see the way you encourage one 
another and grow with one another and care 
for one another. I get to witness the passion 
that you have for bringing more love and jus-
tice into the world and see the creative ways 
that you wrestle with life’s big questions.

This congregation is an inspiration and a challenge – a 
challenge to live with more integrity, a challenge to pay 
attention to the wonder of Life that surrounds us, a chal-
lenge to find creative ways of putting our values into ac-
tion. Together, we do great things – powerful, meaning-
ful, beautiful things – things we cannot do alone.

Each year in the spring we turn to you, the members 
and friends of this congregation, and ask you to make a 
pledge of financial support. For some of us, this request 
to make a pledge is a new experience, an experiment in 

generosity and giving. For some of us, the practice of 
pledging is familiar, an ongoing part of your commit-
ment to this community.

But whether this is our first time giving or our fifti-
eth, we all have something in common: We are taking 
our place in a community of generous and loving people 
who are making a difference in the world.

We are an economically diverse congre-
gation, perhaps more so than many people 
might think here in Santa Barbara. But no 
matter your particular economic situation, 
your gift means a great deal to this commu-
nity, and it takes each and every gift to keep 
us going. We hope that this year, we will be 
“all in” as we look toward the future together, 
ensuring that this progressive faith commu-
nity continues to be a beacon of liberal reli-
gion in a world that needs our voice.

So please fill out a pledge card and return it 
to the USSB office. We’ve made it even easier 

to do this year (see box below!). Once you have made 
your pledge, visit the Annual Campaign table in Parish 
Hall to personalize a stone with your name and an in-
tention for the congregation to add to our display. By the 
end of the campaign, we hope there is a stone from each 
of us, a physical testament to taking our places in a com-
munity of generous and loving people who are making 
a difference in this heartbreaking and beautiful world. 

Together we can respond to the challenges of our time. 
Will you step into the future with us?

In Gratitude, 
Rev. Julia

Annual Pledge Campaign:  “All In”

Are You Ready to Be “In?”

We are asking for 90% of our membership to make a pledge to the upcoming fiscal year by 
April 17. 

To pledge, you can:

a) Visit our table in Parish Hall any Sunday between services from now until April 17 and
fill out a pledge form, or

b) Submit your pledge online by visiting www.ussb.org/home/pledge, or

c) Contact our office to make a pledge over the phone (805) 965-4583 or by email to
erin@ussb.org.

It’s that easy! We’re happy to answer any questions you may have or set up an automatic monthly 
payment plan for you. 
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Finance Committee Explores the Benefits of a Reserve Fund
The USSB Finance Committee advises the Board of Trust-
ees on the financial condition of the Society and the use 
of the Society’s financial resources to achieve its mission. 
The focus of the committee is on strategic planning.

This year the committee is researching the benefits 
to the Society of establishing a reserve fund. While the 
Board of Trustees decides whether or not to approve any 
proposal drafted by the committee, they felt the congrega-
tion would be interested in the committee’s research. Here 
is a brief outline of our process:

1. Answer the following questions:

a. Why does the Society need a reserve?

b. How would a reserve be funded initially?

c. How would expenditures from a reserve be
approved?

d. How would the balance and use of reserve
funds be communicated to the USSB congregation?

e. How would the minimum balance of a reserve
be replenished when spent?

2. Gather feedback from congregants on our an-

swers to the questions. The Finance Committee usually 
meets every 3rd Tuesday from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm and is 
open to all congregants.

3. Draft a proposal for the Board of Trustees based
on the answers to the questions and feedback from the 
congregation.

4. The Board of Trustees considers the committee’s
proposal and congregational feedback and decides wheth-
er or not to establish a reserve fund.

The committee is currently in Step 1, researching the 
answers to the questions. Look for further updates on our 
progress in the Kaleidoscope or by email.

In Stewardship,
The USSB Finance Committee

Keith Strohmaier, 
Chair and USSB Treasurer

Bill Benjamin
Dick Jensen

Charlene Little
Bart Woolery

Stephen Young
Melinda Staveley, 

USSB Board President 
and ex officio member

. . . your answer is “yes” to one or more of these ques-
tions:

1. Do you enjoy welcoming people into your home?
2. Do you strike up conversations with people you

don’t know?
3. Have you been told you have a sense of humor?
4. Do you look forward to talking to people during

coffee hour?
5. Do you like to help people have a good time?
6. Do you have ideas about how we can do a better

job?

If these Membership Ministry activities sound appeal-
ing (don’t forget we’re doing them with and for other 
congregational members), the Membership Ministry 
Committee is looking for new members.

Some of the things we do: put on two Congregational 
Potlucks a year (come with a joke to our April 1 pot-
luck!), host the New Member services and luncheons, 
and most often, we talk to everybody, especially visitors, 
during coffee hour. We are one way our community 
extends a warm, welcoming hand to those considering 
joining us.

Interested? Please contact Committee Co-chairs  
Catherine (catherinebackup@gmail.com, 805-570-2795)  
or Laraine (graylaraine@gmail.com, 805-279-3439,).

We Are Looking for You If . . .
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Getting to Know:  Megan Moyer, USSB Membership Director

As the Unitarian Society’s Membership Direc-
tor, Megan Moyer is often the first person new 
members and friends of USSB meet. She always 
gets to find out a lot about everyone who comes 
to visit us here, but not everyone gets a chance 
to learn about what lies behind her friendly 
smile and sunny disposition. 

Where were you born?

Knoxville, Tennessee. We lived in Maryville, 
Tennessee, but there was no hospital there so my 
parents had to drive to Knoxville.

Where did you go to school?

UMass Amherst to start, and then I transferred to Douglass 
College of Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New Jersey.

What was your first job?

Working at the Massena, New York, Chamber of Commerce 
Information Booth.

What’s the first thing you bought with your own money?

Skinny jeans.

What age were you when you finally felt like an adult?

58

What’s the best or worst gift you ever received?

The worst gift I ever received was an actual vintage fire 
engine with my name painted on the side. It was a present 
from my ex-husband on my 40th birthday. My kids loved it. I 
did not.

What’s one talent or skill that you wish you had?

Seeing things three-dimensionally. I wish I could visualize 
objects and how they are put together so I can place them in a 
room, for example, and know how they’ll look or fit. I also 
love to see how things can be built and used – I guess I’m a 
latent engineer.

What’s the last book you read?

“Life After Life” by Kate Atkinson. I’m currently 
reading the sequel, “A God in Ruins.”

Who has inspired you in your life and why?

   My friend, M.J., for her resilience and 
self-sufficiency.

If you could only work on one project for the next 
year and not worry about what it cost or what you 
got paid, what would that project be?

Designing a home and garden for myself.

Tell me something you have done that went against other 
people's expectations, yet you did it anyway because it was 
the right thing for you to do.

Getting divorced. Getting sober.

What would your best friend say are their favorite qualities 
about you?

My sense of humor, my creativity, and the fact that I’m 
trustworthy.

What’s your favorite time of day? 

Morning.

What’s your favorite Santa Barbara restaurant?

Zen Yai.

How long have you lived in Santa Barbara?
Since 1980, on and off. I spent several years in 
Olympia, Washington (1983 to 1988) and 
some time in Costa Rica (1995-1996)).

What are you watching on TV right now?

“Nurse Jackie.” It’s amazing.

Eden Kennedy 
USSB Office Manager
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Thank you so much for the wonderful reception and sup-
port shown to “Showers of Blessing,” the mobile shower 
trailer for the homeless, which visited the Unitarian Soci-
ety on Sunday, March 6.

Your generous financial support, donations of towels, 
soaps, razors, and toothbrushes and your willingness to 
volunteer have been overwhelming and greatly appreciated. 

Now we need to get to work. The shower trailer will 
begin serving clients from 3:30 to 6:30 pm on Thursday, 
April 7, and every Thursday after that, in the parking lot 
of Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church (right across 
Anacapa Street from Alameda Park). Our Unitarian 
volunteer team will kick-off our initial shower offering. 
Several churches in 
the immediate area 
have been contacted 
and will be creating 
volunteer teams as 
well. Our intention 
is to have a different 
church team each 
Thursday of the 
month.

Each church team 
will operate in two  
1 ½ hour shifts, and there will 
be 5 people per shift. (You 
could commit for the entire 3 
hours if you so choose.)

The duties are as follows:

• Two people will take
turns quickly swabbing out the 
shower after each use; assisting 
with entry and exit from the 
trailer; and chatting with the clients.

• Two people will escort clients from Alameda
Park to the shower trailer. (We will be holding clients 
in the park while they await their turn at the shower, 
instead of waiting on the church property)

• One person will be assisting me (I’ll always be
there) with managing the holding area and signing up 
clients onto a waiting list.

• We also need volunteers willing to launder the
used towels (usually 30 towels and wash cloths) after 

each Thursday shower offer-
ing.

 On Thursday, March 31 
from 4-5 pm we will hold 
a training session for all 
volunteers in the parking 
lot of Our Lady of Sorrows. 
The trailer will be set-up. We 
will walk through all of the 
duties. You can even take a 
shower if you wish. (This will 
be my first shower!)

I realize that this date may 
well have passed by the time 

you read this Kaleidoscope article 
but fear not. We will be happy to 
train you “on-the-job” as well.

Please contact me anytime to vol-
unteer and to donate more shower 
items and money needed to sustain 
this effort to serve our homeless 
friends.

 Again, thank you so much. I look 
forward to working with each of you.

Ken Ralph
Downtown Consortium Manager 

for Showers of Blessings
kenralph@cox.net

805 259-7956

Showered with Blessings - Ken Ralph says “Thank You!” 
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This month, in honor of Earth Day,  our outreach offer-
ing goes to Santa Barbara Channelkeeper, a grassroots 
non-profit organization whose mission is to protect and 
restore the Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds 
through science-based advocacy, education, field work 
and enforcement. They work on the water and in the com-

munities along the Santa Barbara Channel to monitor wa-
ter quality, restore aquatic ecosystems, advocate for clean 
water, enforce environmental laws, and educate and en-
gage citizens in implementing solutions to water pollution 
and aquatic habitat degradation. Read more about their 
activities at santabarbarachannelkeeper.org .

Outreach Offering for April: 
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper

Each week we give away 25% of our Sunday offerings to a special project 
or organization. This includes all cash donations and undesignated checks. 
If you wish to make a full donation directly to this project, please make 
your check out to Santa Barbara Channelkeeper.

Register now for the Pacific Southwest District Assembly, 
April 29-30, here at USSB. Friday from 3-9 pm and Sat-
urday from 8 am to 5 pm we will be hosting all kinds of 
exciting events with UUs from across Southern Califor-
nia, Arizona and Nevada. Worship, workshops, a youth 
bridging service, the annual business meeting, and inspi-
ration from our keynote speaker, the Reverend Rosemary 
Bray-McNatt, President of Starr King School for the Min-
istry. Register now at www.pswduua.org

Workshops will cover a variety of topics: Learn how 
UUs are working on preventing gun violence and immi-
gration detention, discuss the ministry of food, explore 
contemplative practices and creative choral worship, re-
flect on Black Lives Matter and how some congregations 

have engaged the movement, continue the conversation 
with Rosemary McNatt, and much more.

BUT WE NEED YOU! 

As the host congregation, we will need all-hands-on-
deck to welcome people to our campus. We will need 
people at the Check-in Tables on Friday afternoon, peo-
ple to help set up rooms for Saturday’s workshops, peo-
ple to direct traffic and serve lunch and many other sim-
ple, fun and yet important tasks. You can find out more 
details about volunteering and sign up online! There will 
also be a District Assembly table in the Courtyard on 
Sundays. Talk with Chris Shorb or Jody Thomas and sign 
up:  http://tiny.cc/ussbda2016.  

Rev. Julia

District Assembly 2016 - Here at USSB!

Tired of cooking matzohs, making haroset, don’t want to find those bitter herbs?  
Find yourself without a Passover Seder this year? Well, never fear! YRUU will be 
hosting a Seder on Sunday, April 24 at 5pm in Parish Hall with a very special sur-
prise guest (in addition to Elijah of course). 

We’ll have all your traditional favorites and a full dinner ready, along with a Unitarian 
themed Haggadah, all the great songs, and good company. We’ll also have plenty of fun for 
kids with coloring, stories, and Legos. So bring the family and nosh in style with YRUU!  

At only $15 a person if you sign up in advance (with a maximum of $40 per fam-
ily), it’s a steal - practically against the commandments! The price goes up at the door  
($20 person/$50 family). All proceeds go towards YRUU’s service work in New Orleans 
and on Anti-Racism in Santa Barbara. 

Invitation to a Seder 
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Alliance Meeting - Friday April 1 at 2 pm
Police relations is always a hot topic in the media. Our-
speaker for April, Alan Staehle, spent 23 years as a po-
liceman and chief deputy in Boulder, Colorado, and will 
give us the benefit of his perspective. 

We are in for a bracing afternoon! We’d like to know 
what you think, so please join us the first Friday of the 
month (4/1). Bring refreshments if you can . . . and com-
ments, of course.

Due to changes in our prospective facilitator’s schedule, we are postponing our climate 
art-making workshops. Please let us know if you are interested in participating at such time 
as they are rescheduled.
Meantime, please share your climate art finds from the web!
While we work to reschedule, you are warmly invited to contribute images or text from the 
internet or other sources relating to your discoveries around climate disruption, the shifts 
that we need to collectively make, or how climate disruption is affecting another justice issue 
that you care about. 
Albums of samples are available at the SPAN table. Please bring a printout of your found 
images, or text, or your own personal creation there for display. Note: Please be sure to credit 
known sources and sign so we can return your items. 

Cheryl Snell

USSB Climate Art-making Workshops Postponed

Next Congregational Potluck - Friday April 1 6:30 - 8:00 pm

We have a few days, yes, that’s right, to 
consider what mouthwatering dish we’d 
like to bring (if nothing, please come 
anyway--there’s plenty of food) and what 
ridiculously funny jokes we want to tell. 
“Family-friendly” means that we leave the 
swear words and crudities behind. But it 
does not mean we only entertain the kids. 
As an example, “Whenever it rains, my wife 

just stands at the window looking kind of sad. 
Maybe I should let her in.” Ouch!
No joke, no worry! The MC has come 

prepared for you and you’ll find jokes 
scattered around courtesy of the Mem-
bership Ministry Committee. Come 
Friday, April 1 from 6-8:30 pm and have 

a great time!

Carefully disguised as family-friendly Joke Night, Ken Ralph moderating!
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Come to Blake Lounge on April 15 at 
7:30 pm to play games, share food, and 
meet 20/30 somethings at USSB! We have 
Carcassonne, Firefly, Munchkin, Love 
Letters, Guillotine, Pandemic, and Clue, 
and we will welcome whatever games you 
want to bring. We will start with a few 
short games (e.g. Love Letters, Guillotine) 
and then see what else the group wants to try. 

For the potluck: Feel free to just grab a bag of chips or 
show off your cooking skills with a fancy hors d’oeuvre, 
main dish, or desert. If you need help finding a ride or 
have additional questions or concerns, check out the 
event on our Google group page.

20s/30s Discussion Group
This new discussion group will be following the Soul 

Matters curriculum (www.soulmatterssharingcircle. 
com), with a focus on issues related to cultivating 
an adult life as “20/30 somethings.” We will meet 

bi-monthly. Our first meeting will be 
in the second week of April. Themes for 
April’s meetings are “Revelation” and 
“Renewal.” At our first meeting, we will 
discuss some readings from the curric-
ulum, view a short video, and share our 
own experiences with revelations, as 
young adults.

If you are interested, please take the time to fill out this 
doodle survey and let us know what dates and times you 
can make it. You will need a doodle account, but you can 
create one automatically with your Facebook or Gmail 
account. To prepare for the first discussion, please think 
of a book, movie, or TV episode that was a “revelation” 
for you as an adult. Information on the second 
discussion will be available on our Google group page in 
the second week of April.
Contact: 

Christina Boardman (xttina.garnet@gmail.com) or the 
20s30s Google group.

“20s/30s Somethings” Game Night and Potluck

New in the Bookstall
New this month in the USSB Bookstall is 
Let’s Panic About Babies! How to Endure 
and Possibly Triumph Over the Adorable 
Tyrant Who Will Ruin Your Body, Destroy 
Your Life, Liquefy Your Brain, and Finally 
Turn You into a Worthwhile Human Being, 
by Alice Bradley and Eden M. Kennedy. 

You might recognize one of the authors 
as our own Office Manager, Eden Kennedy. 
Before Eden came to work at USSB, she and 
her writing partner, Alice, spent five years 
writing and trying to sell their book, a parody of all the 
pregnancy and child-rearing manuals they’d relied on 
and also been infuriated by during their own pregnan-
cies and early years of motherhood. After almost giving 
up on their project (the initial feedback from publishers 
marketing departments was, “Pregnant women only 
want facts -- they don’t want to laugh”), Alice and Eden 
decided to put a couple of chapters online for free, just 

to see how the internet would respond. The 
site got so much traffic and good press that 
within two months they’d sold the book.

Reviews have been positive:
“LET’S PANIC ABOUT BABIES! is the 

hilarious antidote to all those serious, ear-
nest books that make you feel like you’ll 
never master parenthood. Deeply irreverent, 
and surprisingly comforting, this book will 
resonate with any parent or parent-to-be.” —
Gretchen Rubin, #1 New York Times bestsell-

ing author of THE HAPPINESS PROJECT
“With uncensored humor and honesty, Bradley and 

Kennedy show how laughter can be the most effective 
remedy to assuage the panic that often accompanies 
pregnancy. A refreshingly unorthodox approach to a 
subject typically portrayed in a sappy, sentimental fash-
ion.” —Kirkus Reviews

Makes a great baby shower present!

http://doodle.com/poll/isnenham8wqyrkvs
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!topic/ussb-young-adults/ZKuWKdoA_8M
https://groups.google.com/d/forum/ussb-young-adults
http://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com
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Library Corner April 2016
Your library committee appreciates all the good books and movies that 
some of you have donated. One of the movies is a favorite of mine, and re-
viewed below. If you love to read, please consider joining our committee, 
and helping us on Sunday mornings. Come and join the fun! Here are our 
recent reviews:

Starring Nia Vardalos as Toula, a Greek 
American woman who falls in love with 
Ian (John Corbett), who is not at all 
Greek, this story is loosely based on her 
own experience. The situation upsets her 

huge family, especially her father, who is of the opinion that 
only anything Greek is of relevance.

Toula and Ian forge ahead with their romance in spite 
of some hilarious obstacles and loud interferences by her 
boisterous family.

As the wedding finally takes place even Ian’s reserved 
and very private parents get caught up in the fun.

This film was nominated for the Academy Award 
for Best Original Screenplay in 2003, and became the  
highest -grossing romantic comedy of all time.

Watch for the sequel coming soon. 
Reviewed by Ellie Tuazon

 

The Movie: 

My Big Fat Greek Wedding

The Book: 

As I re-read this millenial book, I 
thought it might seem dated, but apart 
from occasional references to a film or 
a current event of those times, or those 
things that to our ears now sound 
slightly politically incorrect, it was for 
me as apt and fun to read as the first 
time. 

Bill Bryson is a master of description and comic nar-
rative, and as he describes places and people, he moves 
right along, weaving in science, history, and absurdity. 
The subject is, of course, walking. In this case, walking 
the Appalachian Trail, a “free and exquisitely maintained 
trail running for 2,200 miles” from Georgia to Maine.  
The theme is repeated in recent movies such as The Way 
(the pilgrimage route to Santiago de Compostela), Wild 
(the Pacific Crest Trail), Unbranded (the Continental Di-
vide Trail), and most currently, the movie A Walk in the 
Woods. 

Clearly freedom and enlightenment are to be found in 
trudging to Canada, and I intend to try it myself early in 
my next life. But for now, it’s a worthwhile read (or re-
read), and you will find a new copy on our library table.

Reviewed by Tom Moore

A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson

Gerry and Mary Alice Floyd’s son Jonathan passed away un-
expectedly from a heart attack on March 3 at his home in 
Poulsbo, Washington. Jonathan was 61. Jonathan was born 
in San Luis Obispo and raised in Santa Barbara. He attend-
ed San Marcos High School and graduated from UCSB with 
a bachelor’s degree in psychology and from California State 
University Northridge with a master’s in communications.

Jonathan and his family called Puget Sound home, where 
he was a husband, father, and businessman. His career in-
cluded teaching, corporate communications and technology, 
computer network administration, screenwriting, and the 

All in the Family
production and distribution of educational videos through his 
company, The Knowledge Merchant. Recently, Jonathan had 
become an accomplished master craftsman, designing and 
manufacturing fine custom wood furniture.

Jonathan is survived by his wife Cathy, daughter Haley, and 
parents Gerry and Mary Alice Floyd. Mary Alice and Gerry 
wish to thank the many friends, neighbors, and colleagues 
who are offering their support and extend an invitation to 
attend a “gathering of friends” at the home of Betsy and Bob 
Dodson, 4424 Nueces Drive in Santa Barbara on April 9 from 
3:00-6:00 pm.
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Religious Education   
Jena Foster, Education Program Director

Allow Me to Introduce Our CRE Youth

March was an excit-
ing and transformative 
month for our Junior 
High and Coming of Age 
youth as they embarked 

on new beginnings in our RE programming and in their 
personal lives. 

Junior High youth headed up Children’s Religious Edu-
cation’s (CRE) Hunt for Justice fundraiser event this year, 
and I could not be more proud of the work they have ac-
complished. To start, and to get a better idea of the local 
non-profits they would be looking to support, the youth 
interviewed K-5 grade CRE participants. They asked 
questions like, “If you had $100, how would you use it to 
help Santa Barbara?” and “What are some ways you help 
our community?” 

After hearing answers about saving water, helping 
endangered and threatened animals, protecting our nat-
ural environment and making sure people feel safe and 
welcome and have enough food to eat, our Junior High 
team researched local non-profits. They each contributed 
ideas, kept a list of organizations that they felt answered 
the charge our K-5 children had put forth, and voted on 
the final three. Once they had identified Hillside House, 
Food and Water Watch and Los Padres ForestWatch as 
the organizations they were going to support, they came 

up with a fundraising plan that everyone could partici-
pate in. I’m so grateful for the thoughtful and coopera-
tive nature of this crew!

Another amazing crew coming out of our RE pro-
gramming is made up of our Coming of Age facilitators, 
mentors, youth, and families. Facilitators Kir Zecher and 
Nate Rich helped coordinate a weekend where all five  

8th graders could participate in one of our cornerstone 
UU traditions: the Vision Quest Retreat. 

Let me tell you, this was no easy feat. The retreat was set 
for March 11-13—the only weekend all five youth could 
participate together—and lo and behold, a storm rolled 
in. Not just any storm, but one that brought heavy down-
pour, snow, and well-below freezing temperatures. Par-
ents, youth, facilitators, and I braved the rain and wind 
as we loaded up the vans with food and supplies for the 
weekend. Parents and facilitators exhaled a sigh of relief, 
knowing that we were putting campers up in a hotel for 
the first night of the retreat, and our 8th graders were 
excited and not dismayed by the shift in plans. Many of 
us commented on how the journey to get youth on the 
road to their Quest was a quest in and of itself! Mentors 
and families made room in their schedules for a touching 
ceremony on Sunday, March 13, welcoming our young 
adults back to daily life with their new perspective and 
understanding of self and the gifts they bring this con-
gregation. 

Again, my heart swelled to know I am surrounded by 
the people who make up our community—living with in-
tegrity, nurturing wonder and inspiring action, together.
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Rev. Caitlin’s Contemplations

The Great Decisions Forum which began in February 
and expanded to include afternoon sessions in March, 
will be continuing in April. 

April 14:  Discussion of The Kurds - 2:00 pm - Parish Hall  
                   and 7:00 pm Jefferson Hall.

April 28:  Migration from the Middle East - 2:00 pm  
                  Parish Hall

 As a reminder, the Forum convenes  in Parish Hall on 
the 2nd and 4th Thursdays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm and 
evening sessions are held monthly in Jefferson on the 
2nd Thursday from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Anyone interest-

ed in participating should acquire the briefing book by 
ordering it from www.GreatDecisions.org; the cost is $25 
plus postage. The website has a great deal of information 
on the eight foreign policy subjects included in the Great 
Decisions program for 2016. 

Please contact John Warnock (email johnwwarnock@
gmail.com or call 965-4235) if you would like more 
information. If you plan on attending, purchase the 
briefing book and let John know so that the volunteer fa-
cilitators can plan the small breakout discussion groups. 

 John Warnock & Dave Hennerman

Great Decisions Foreign Policy Forum Sessions Continue in April 

Have you ever taken part in a beach 
cleanup? Or a cleanup of a stream 
or roadside? There’s something 
special about being part of a task 
that is so frustrating and satisfy-
ing at the same time. I have 
great memories of work-

ing alongside people of all different ages to 
collect trash at the stream behind my home 
church in Tennessee, of scrambling along a 
winding road in North Carolina with other 
youth, of working as a girl scout to convince 
people not to litter in my hometown. There’s 
something about pulling on those vests and 
plastic gloves and picking up those bags of trash 
that makes my promises to protect the 
natural world feel more real.

I learned when I moved here about San-
ta Barbara’s high-profile history of clean-

ing up beaches starting with the 1969 oil spill that helped 
jump-start the first Earth Day. Staring at the oil spill pho-
tos in the history museum on the Wharf soon after I ar-
rived, it was clear to me that I was standing in the middle 
of some important conservation history.

So I am really excited that we are partnering with 
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper for the month of 

April and that we will be contributing our 
outreach offering to this organization that 
monitors our waterways. I am even more ex-
cited to partner with them to do an all-ages 
Beach Clean-up on April 23, the day after 

Earth Day. This will be such a great chance 
to get out there and do something together, to 

put our hands on that sandy shore and contribute 
to its health.

I will see you there, trash bag in hand!
In Joy, Rev. Caitlin

  Earth seems to fill the sky in this image 
  taken by the crew of Apollo 17 in 1972. 
 The picture marked the first time astro 
  nauts were able to photograph the 
  south polar ice cap.
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Snapshots
The Reverend Julia Hamilton, Lead Minister

We have been on two trips to the Hopi and 
Navaho reservations since I arrived here in 
2011. Cheryl Marzac, a UU from Salt Lake 
City who has been working with vulnera-
ble elders on the reservations for over 20 
years, is our trip coordinator, and through 
her we get a glimpse of traditional Hopi 
and Navaho culture that is not available 
to most travelers. She has introduced us to 
the elders she works with and welcomed us 
into a relationship that gets stronger each 
time we visit.

We have been invited back for a third 
time, and I am looking for a few more peo-
ple who are interested in joining us! The 
trip will run Monday, May 16 through Sat-
urday, May 21, and space is limited. This 
is not a youth trip, but rather an opportunity for a small 
group of adults from our congregation to experience what 
many of our high school students have seen and done on 
their service trips.

We will be camping at the home of Dee Setella, the 
traditional Hopi potter who has visited us here in San-
ta Barbara. If sleeping in tents is not to your taste, you 
may choose to sleep in a nearby hotel. But we will all be 
lending a hand to help elders fix up their houses, often 
in traditional dwellings that have been passed down for 
centuries, as well as distribute food and supplies that en-

able them to survive for another season. 
Homes are often without electricity, run-
ning water or reliable heating. Fresh fruit 
and vegetables can be scarce. Cheryl’s 
work provides a lifeline for many people.

Many of you have heard about the trans-
formative experience our youth have had 
on these trips – you may have seen the pic-
tures and listened to the adventure stories. 
Many of you have asked when you will be 
able to participate in a service learning 
trip, too! Well, now is the time to step up 
and dive in to a rich and rewarding week 
of work, fun, and reflection on the values 
that we share across cultures, languag-
es and life experiences. All participants 
on the trip will be responsible for paying 

their own way, but we keep costs to a minimum by cook-
ing and sleeping at Dee’s house.

If you have questions or curiosities, please talk to me 
soon. This opportunity does not come around every year, 
so seize the day! So consider joining me on this journey 
– these trips have had a significant impact on my under-
standing of people, place, history and what it takes to cre-
ate a shared vision for a peaceful future.

 
With Gratitude,

Rev. Julia

Please join us for afternoon discussions with members 
of the UU Care Team and Alliance for Living and Dying 
Well. The sessions will be held from 2 to 4 pm Wednes-
days in Parish Hall on March 30, April 6, and April 13, 
and may extend longer.  Sign-up sheets will be available in 
the Courtyard and office. You can also express interest or 
send questions to ussbcareteam@gmail.com or call the Care 
Team phone # 805-265-3681.

We will hear poems, view compelling video, and discuss 
common experiences, hopes, and concerns. The emphasis is 
on how we feel, what we want, and how we can connect to 
support each other. 

Some example topics include: 

• Help we want and the role of a healthy care agent, 

• Key information to have available

• Loneliness and dependency

• CPR - when is it advisable and when not? 

• Resources - How can we help each other / continue  
               connecting in some format?

Bruce Hanna

“Alone Together: Aging and Death, Our Late Life Journeys”
Afternoon Discussions Scheduled for March and April
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