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Who We Are, Our Mission, Our Ends, Our Town 

 
WHO WE ARE 

The Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara was founded in 1872 as a beacon of progressive religion in Santa 
Barbara. Today, we are a thriving community of all ages that engages the mind, heart and spirit. We 
strive to live with integrity, nurture wonder, and inspire action. 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

 
The Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara, a loving community of seekers: 

 Living with integrity 

 Nurturing wonder 

 Inspiring action 

 

 
OUR ENDS: 

 

LIVING WITH INTEGRITY, WE: 
1. Support each other in life and life’s transitions with loving care, joy, celebration and gratitude. 
2. Care for the earth and its rich web of life for current and future generations. 

NURTURING WONDER, WE: 
3. Experience the transcendent that opens us to deep connection and life’s mystery. 
4. Cultivate spiritual practices and engage in lifelong learning, utilizing our hearts and minds. 

INSPIRING ACTION, WE: 
5. Shift the larger culture toward justice and compassion through bold individual and 
congregational endeavors. 
6. Welcome and connect with people across differences of ethnicity, class, sexual identity, 
religion, politics and education. 
 

- adopted August, 2013 – revised December 2016 

 

  



Our Community of Santa Barbara 

 
The city of Santa Barbara is located about 100 miles almost due west of Los Angeles, along the 
Pacific coast. This stretch of coastline along southern Santa Barbara County is often referred to 
as the "American Riviera" because of its Mediterranean climate. The Santa Ynez Mountains, an 
east-west range, rise dramatically behind the city. Santa Barbara is nestled between the front 
country of the Los Padres National Forest and the Pacific Ocean with views of one or the other 
from nearly every point in the city. 
 
About 200,000 people live in Santa Barbara and the surrounding communities (Goleta, 
Carpinteria, and unincorporated areas). Several colleges and universities call the area home. 
Santa Barbara is also renowned for its parks, parades, and culture, and it has a vibrant artistic 
community as well as a growing tech sector.  
 
After the infamous oil spill off the coast in 1969, Santa Barbara became active in the 
environmental movement, with many local organizations dedicated to environmental work. The 
city tends to be fairly liberal in its politics, although the county of Santa Barbara stretches north 
into more agricultural and conservative country. While Santa Barbara is often referred to as a 
“paradise”, the fact is that only a certain elite percentage of our residents experience it that way. 
There is increasing economic inequality and ample opportunity for social justice work at a local 
level. Despite its image of wealth, Santa Barbara County has the third highest rate of poverty 
out of the 58 counties in California. Affordable housing is limited and there are many people 
living without shelter on our streets. Immigration justice is also an increasingly urgent concern.  
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