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Living with Integrity, Nurturing Wonder, Inspiring Action

Kaleidoscope

Our beloved late-night service is online! 
Join Rev. Julia and our jazz combo to put a 
little swing into the season and bring some 
joy into our hearts. Dim the lights, light 
some candles, sing along at home and let the 
warmth of community hold you close this 
Christmas Eve.

Thursday, December 24
Rev. Julia will be leading two online services 
from our beautiful candle-lit Sanctuary at the 
Unitarian Society. You are invited to join us 
from home—feel free to wear your Christmas 
best or join us in your pajamas! 

Christmas Eve Online: tinyurl.com/UnitarianSocietyChristmas
Zoom Meeting ID: 925 4467 7539

The choir will sing, the candles will glow, 
and the story of Christmas will be shared—
virtually! Rev. Julia Hamilton (USSB) and 
Rev. Nica Eaton-Guinn (Chalice UU in 
Thousand Oaks) are bringing our congre-
gations together for this special evening. 
Music from the USSB and Chalice combined 
choir, along with carols to sing along to at 
home. Join us for this classic Christmas Eve 
service—don’t forget your candles for 
“Silent Night.”

Christmas Eve

5:00 pm: Lessons & Carols

8:00 pm: Jazz Christmas



December : Season of Light

Sunday, December 6
Rev. Julia Hamilton

Sunday, December 13

“Hanukkah: Sustaining the Flame”
Rev. Julia Hamilton

Sunday, December 20

“Advent: Awaiting the Light”
*followed by a congregational meeting to vote on the 
ordination of Nic Filzen. See page 3 for details.

Rev. Julia Hamilton
“Solstice: Welcoming the Sun”

Advent, Hanukkah, Solstice 
Three Sundays, three different holidays 

that celebrate light in the darkness

Sunday, December 27

“A Year of Good Things”
Anna Fortner & Kir Zecher

Every Sunday for a year we have collected and reflected 
on the Good Things in our midst. We had no idea how 
important this practice would become when we start-
ed it in January! Join us for this service as we look back 
on what the year has brought us, even in the midst of 
all the hardship.

"Winter Vespers" 
6:00 to 7:00 pm

Restore your spirit with an hour of music, readings, 
and time for quiet reflection. Join the UU ministers 
from our area (including Rev. Julia Hamilton and USSB 
Minister Emeritus Ken Collier) as we gather for a spe-
cial winter service. No Christmas carols —just good 
company, wise words, and beautiful music. Turn your 
lights down, get comfortable, and let the quiet glow 
of candlelight create a sanctuary wherever you are. 

In collaboration with our local UU congregations: 
Live Oak in Goleta, USSB, Ventura, Santa Paula,

and Chalice in Thousand Oaks

Wednesday, December 16

Christmas Eve link:
tinyurl.com/UnitarianSocietyChristmas
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/92544677539
Meeting ID: 925 4467 7539
Vespers link: 
https://zoom.us/j/92577302445
Meeting ID: 925 7730 2445
Sunday service link:
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/96003638223
Meeting ID: 960 0363 8233
Services may also be listened to over your 
phone, please see page 8 for details.

Vespers service link:
https://zoom.us/j/92577302445
Meeting ID: 925 7730 2445
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Are you a member of USSB? We need you at a spe-
cial vote of the congregation, online on Decem-

ber 6! The board of trustees has called for a vote from 
the members of USSB to affirm The 
Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara 
as an ordaining congregation for 
Nic Filzen, our former intern. Nic 
passed his final interview with the 
Ministerial Fellowship Committee 
in October, but only a congregation 
can confer the final act of ordination 
upon someone entering the ministry. 
It is a special honor to be asked to ordain a new minister! 
After the vote on December 6, a date for the ordination 
itself will be set for sometime early this spring. It will be 
wonderful to have this celebration to look forward to as 
we launch Nic into his ministerial vocation.

In the month of December, we will be delivering some 
holiday care packets to members of the congregation 

and we need your help! Can you spend an afternoon 
with a list of addresses and a few packages to drop off? 
Do you want to help share the light with others in our 
community? Sign up to be a special delivery elf here: 
https://forms.gle/vbEXDNCR3vkosMvm6

If you know someone in the congregation who could 
use a little message of love and encouragement from all 
of us here at USSB (including a candle for Christmas 
Eve) please let us know so that we can have one of our 
holiday elves drop off a packet for them! Add someone 
to the “nice list” here, for a special delivery from USSB: 
https://forms.gle/GdTPRuZCVPn6mLTJA

A Virtual Gathering on Tuesday, December 8 
from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/91759821386 
Zoom Meeting ID: 917 5982 1386

Are you carrying grief and loss this holiday season? 
Perhaps you are going through the first year with-

out your loved one. Perhaps you have lived many years 
with grief as a companion. Perhaps you come for your-
self, perhaps you come to be a loving support to others. 

There is a particular comfort in being with those 
who have traveled this path of love and loss—especially 
at this time of year, during a pandemic when our regu-
lar sources of support may not be available.

Sunday, December 6 
Special Congregational Vote on 
the Ordination of Nic Filzen
Immediately after Sunday service, about 11:00 am

Nic Filzen

Delivering Holiday Cheer: 
Special Delivery Elves Wanted!

Grief, Love & Loss: You Are Not Alone
So if you have gone through the loss of someone 

in your close family, whether this year or years ago, 
you are invited to join Rev. Julia and others who are 
grieving for an hour of companionship. There will be 
no false cheer, no maudlin platitudes—just a chance to 
gather and share your stories, challenges, and life-giving 
presence with others. As the Rev. A. Powel Davies said, 
“Let us be honest with death. Let us not pretend that it is 
less than it is. It is separation. It is sorrow. It is grief. But 
let us neither pretend that death is more than it is . . . it 
is not an end to Love.” 
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Raise a Glass, a Social Hour 
for New Members and Visitors 
Tuesday, December 15 at 8:00 pm 

Every month, we offer newbies a chance to visit in 
a casual setting. Each month there is a curated mock/
cocktail for the season and a nonprofit sponsor. Hosted 
by Rev. Julia Hamilton and Maureen Claffey, Director 
of Congregational Life. RSVP to maureen@ussb.org.

Spirit in Action Zoom Class
Saturday, December 19 from 10:00 am to noon

A short course on self-care, spirituality, and social jus-
tice where we’ll cover the basics of Unitarian Universal-
ism and learn how to use it to ground ourselves, develop 
our spirituality, and engage in social justice work. (There 
will also be opportunities for visitors to join USSB at the 
end.) Open to everyone. RSVP to maureen@ussb.org.

New Member December

December 
Personal Blessings

Personal Blessings are a unique way to honor an individual 
or a special event, while at the same time providing finan-
cial support to our cherished community at USSB. To give 
a Personal Blessing, use our online form at www.ussb.org/
personalblessing. 

In memory of:
Mary Alice Floyd
from Maxine Dekker

Throughout Santa Barbara County, very young 
children are in need of a soft place to land after experi-
encing abuse or neglect. Angels Foster Care places in-
fants and toddlers with carefully screened and trained 
foster families, and helps those families provide loving 
care until the court decides on a permanency path for 
the children.

Founded in 2006, Angels Foster Care is a private 
agency that operates inde-
pendently, but in coopera-
tion with the Santa Barbara 
County Department of So-
cial Services. Angels serves 
children from birth to age 
three, and siblings to age five, all of whom are Santa 
Barbara County residents. 

As a non-profit 501c(3) organization, Angels Foster 
Care of Santa Barbara is completely funded by private 
donations from philanthropic individuals, companies, and 
foundations. All funding received is used to recruit, train, 
and support Angels families and their foster children.

For more information about Angels Foster Care of 
Santa Barbara, please visit www.angelsfostercare.org.

December Outreach Offering 
Angels Foster Care
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Kaleidoscope Kids!
Exploring Chuurchcraft

These past two months in Chuurchcraft students 
learned about Jewish synagogues, Catholic chapels, 

Hindu temples, and how ancestor alters appear in many 
different traditions. Look out for the January Kaleido-
scope to sign up for the spring session, when we will 
build an Islamic mosque, Buddhist temple, and Quaker 
meetinghouse, and explore indigenous and humanist 
traditions.
Clockwise from upper right: Overview of all the buildings 
in the Minecraft “classroom”; Jewish synagogue; Hindu 
temple; Catholic chapel; ancestor altar.
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Maureen Claffey
Director of Congregational Life

maureen@ussb.org

Moving Our Feet to Grow a Beet
Photos from the 2020 USSB Garden Walk
On Saturday, November 14, about 25 members of 

USSB gathered at staggered start times to cover a 
fun walk course through Santa Barbara to learn about 
hunger in Santa Barbara County and how to fight it. 
They also wore Garden Walk numbers and signs to 
promote the Growing Community project, sponsored 
by the Bucket Brigade, which is a home-gardening ini-
tiative to grow specific vegetables for the Food Bank of 
Santa Barbara County. 

The Garden Walkers strolled from the USSB court-
yard to De La Guerra Plaza, winding through Alice 
Keck Park Memorial Gardens in small groups (distanced 
and masked) to safely enjoy each other's company for a 
good cause. Participants also dropped about ten bags of 
pasta, red sauce, tuna, and more for a food drive. Walk-
ers who made it to the end of the course were rewarded 

with a small prize and were entered into a raffle. Con-
gratulations to our raffle winners: Lori, Tess, Janet, Ken 
and Nancy, Barbara, Carol, and Maisie! 

The event's success was due to help of many staff and 
volunteers. Thanks to Janey and Christina in Religious 
Education and to Rev. Julia for showing up to welcome 
people. Thanks to Denise for hosting the Food Bank 
table and making the food drive delivery. Thanks to 
Justine and Lorraine for helping welcome in walkers. 
Thanks to Chris for making signs and Kir for drawing 
the map. Lastly, thanks to the awesome USSB Garden 
and Food Justice Team and the Bucket Brigade folks for 
all their thoughts and ideas and support. 

Enjoy these photos of the day and don't worry if you 
missed out. We all agreed that this may have to become 
a USSB annual event. Stay tuned for next fall! 

Clockwise from below: 
Nancy and Ken Beisser; 
Lorraine Woodman volunteering at registration; 
Melinda Staveley, Diana Platt, and Kathleen Boehm.
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Clockwise from top left: 
Volunteer Denise Nehmer at the registration table; 
Mindy Nelson came to walk with two of her children, 
Dashel and Tessa; food drive donations; Christina Cable; 
volunteer Diana Platt with Justine Sutton. 
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Sunday Worship Services livestream on Zoom and Facebook at 10:00 am 
The office is available by phone and email Sunday mornings and Monday to  Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Deadline for the January issue: Monday, December 21
Email: Kaleidoscope@ussb.org

Sunday services livestream at 10:00 am
Join us on Zoom or Facebook, or use your phone 

to dial in and hear the service live.
To listen to the service on your phone, call 1-669-900-6833 and then enter the meeting ID. 
• Sunday services meeting ID: 960 0363 8223#
• Vespers meeting ID: 925 7730 2445#
• Christmas Eve meeting ID: 925 4467 7539#
You may call in starting five minutes before the service begins.
Zoom and Facebook links are sent out in the Friday email, in a special Sunday morning 
email, and are always available on the front page of our website, www.ussb.org.  Contact 
our office at ussb@ussb.org if you'd like to be added to our email list.
Can’t be with us when we're live Sunday morning? We archive every service video on 
www.ussb.org/audio.

Get the Zoom links for our Christmas Eve and Vespers services on page 2.


