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Living with Integrity, Nurturing Wonder, Inspiring Action

Kaleidoscope

Sundays in February

Sunday, February 7
Rev. Julia Hamilton

Sunday, February 21

“Reflections on the
Beloved Community”

Rev. Julia Hamilton
Sunday, February 14

“We Only Save What We Love...”

Rev. Julia Hamilton

Ellen Broidy & Anna Fortner

“Side With Love” Sunday

The theme for this month is “Beloved Community”

. . . and we are called to love the whole wide world. 
What are the challenges of this kind of radical  
acceptance? 

Wednesday, February 28

Join with thousands of other UUs across the nation for 
this unique service! Bringing together worship leaders 
and musicians from across the country, this Sunday 
will offer hopeful, moving, and challenging reminders 
about what we, as Unitarian Universalists, are called 
to do, and be, in the world. 

*We will watch this service together on our regular 
Zoom link, followed by our own USSB social time.

Join Our Sunday Services Online
For instructions on how to find us on 
Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube, please 
turn to the last page.

“Coming Back Together
After Things Fall Apart”

“How we respond to failure—our own, or others’ 
—can mean the difference between despair and 
transformation, between isolation and beloved 
community” —Rev. Gretchen Haley

When we come out of our isolation after this pandemic 
is over, there may be hurts or disappointments that 
linger. How can we prepare to reconnect?
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The nominating committee is a vital part 
of our Unitarian Universalist tradition. 

The committee is charged with submitting a 
slate of candidates as vacancies arise for par-
ticipation on our USSB board of trustees 
and on the nominating committee prior to 
our annual meeting. This responsibility  is 
assigned  to the nominating committee in 
our congregation’s bylaws. 

The nominating committee meets 
throughout the year to share their knowledge of the in-
terests and talents of our congregants. In April of each 
year, after thoughtful consideration and much delibera-
tion, we present to the board of trustees a slate of candi-
dates to be considered and subsequently put forward for 
the vote of the congregation. 

Board Nominations Now Open
This year’s vote at the annual meeting  in 

June will be for three board members and 
two nominating committee members. If 
you feel this is a good time to serve your 
community, now is the time to contact a 
member of the nominating committee for 
a confidential discussion about your inter-
ests. We consider the qualifications of each 
candidate, the needs of the board of trustees, 
and the needs of the members of Unitarian 
Society in our deliberations, and we wel-

come your input as we carry out this important process.
In service,

The USSB Nominating Committee
Gail Stichler, Bart Woolery, Bruce Daniels,

Deb Karoff, Judy Farris
Gary Welterlen, chair

Cheri Runge
As you may detect from 

my accent when you hear me 
speak, I was born and raised in 
the Midwest. Most of my ca-
reer was spent in the IT indus-
try. I relocated to Santa Barba-
ra three years ago after a search 
for warmer, sunnier weather. 
Santa Barbara has proven to be 
a perfect location for me because I can enjoy outdoor 
activities year ‘round.

I have two adult sons, living in Portland and Santa 
Barbara, and two years ago my mother moved to the 
Valle Verde senior community here. The newest addi-
tion to my household is Bodhi, a one-year-old Hava-
nese puppy. He’s been the perfect pandemic pal.

Carolyn Noble Cogan
In 1936 my parents moved to Santa Barbara from 

Berkeley with most everything they owned in the car, 
including infant me. I feel extremely fortunate to have 
grown up here. It was then a one-high-school town, 
State Street ended at Constance Avenue, and UCSB was 
Santa Barbara State College.    

Welcome to Our Newest Members!

Because of my devout Methodist grandparents (two 
of them missionaries in Korea) our parents took us to 
Methodist Church Sunday School classes every Sunday. I 
haven't been back, though, since I was 16.

I became an elementary school teacher in Santa Bar-
bara but spent most of my career working with teachers-
to-be in the Graduate School of Education at UCSB. 

My son and his wife are scientists, working and teach-
ing in the university in St. John's, Newfoundland. My 
daughter, newly retired, and her husband live in Lake 
Barrington, IL. Both places are too far for frequent visits!

I love to travel and to explore new places. I've taken 
all six of my grandchildren to visit other countries.

Long retired, I am interest-
ed in environmental and social 
justice issues, the arts and his-
tory. Reading? Yes. Physical 
exercise? Not much. Cooking? 
My husband does it. I love visit-
ing beautiful gardens but don't 
like to do the work necessary to 
maintain one!

Since 2016 I have been married to Jules Zimmer, who 
inspired me to join the Unitarian Universalists.
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10 of My Favorite 
Things: A Valentine to 
the USSB Congregation 
For this month’s message, I thought I’d take a moment 

to outline ten different acts of love, loving people, or 
things I've loved during my time as Director of Con-
gregational Life at USSB. I’m keeping these acts anon-
ymous, but you may recognize each other (or yourself) 
in this list. I hope this lists inspires and delights you and 
helps you remember what it is you love about USSB. If 
you think of something to add to the list, please send it 
to me at maureen@ussb.org. 

10 of My Favorite Things 
1. The  sound of the  choir warming up  their 

songs on Sunday morning, before the Sanctuary 
doors are open to the public.  

2. The offer of a cup of herbal tea from a co-worker 
at just the right moment.  

3. A spontaneous offer to buy a USSB sweatshirt by 
one congregant for another, who didn’t have the 
funds to buy it for themselves.  

4. The front office candy jar full of Butterfingers.  
5. A volunteer gardener, mud-specked, beaming, and 

bursting with chat about the new plants going in.  
6. Meditation outside at the end of a boiling, busy 

summer day, with the faint sounds of traffic and 
folk music from Alice Keck Park Memorial  
Gardens drifting through silence and cooling air.  

7. Laughter echoing from Julia’s office through 
Parish Hall and whirling into an eddy of joy in 
my ears.  

8. A toddler bobbling around the fountain, picking 
up white stones and dropping them.  

9. The linked voices and droning tones during a 
candle-lit Taizé service.  

10.  All of you, plus more new 
folks I haven’t even met, 
bunched into a packed ser-
vice, crowded and breath-
ing together and clapping 
and making joyful noises, 
as one unified body. 

 

Maureen Foley Claffey,
Director of Congregational Life

maureen@ussb.org

Each year, we make our traditional Easter egg hunt, 
The Hunt for Justice, a “faith in action” family 

project. Our Outreach Offering for March will collect 
money to fund three local organizations selected by our 
children. Children will vote for their favorite charities 
using a Google survey. Parents should look out for the 
survey in our Friday e-mail. 

This year’s egg hunt will take place on Zoom. After 
the hunt is over and children have found all the virtual 
eggs, they will be able to donate different amounts of 
money to the charities of their choice, based on how 
many “eggs” they fnd. 

Parents, please have a conversation with your chil-
dren about where they would like to donate the mon-
ey collected by our congregation for the Hunt. 

Many children have few opportunities to learn about 
the work of local charities. Linking charitable giving to 
their interests and experiences is a wonderful way to teach 
about local non-profits, and about what it means to give. 

Thank you for helping us teach about giving as a 
reflection of our Unitarian Universalist values.

We need volunteers to hide eggs on their zoom vid-
eos, during the easter service! Contact christina@ussb.
org if you are interested. 

Here are the local charities our children will be learn-
ing about and voting on:
• Santa Barbara Black Lives Matter, www.hjsb.org
• Care4Paws, www.care4paws.org
• Showers of Blessing, www.showersofblessingiv.org
• Explore Ecology, www.exploreecology.org
• Teddy Bear Cancer Foundation,      

 www.teddybearcancerfoundation.org
• Life Chronicles, www.lifechronicles.org
• Alpha Resource Center, www.alphasb.org
• Wildlife Care Network, www.sbwcn.org

February Outreach Offering: 
The Hunt for Justice
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Kaleidoscope Kids!
Catching Up with Virtual Religious Education

Every Sunday at 2.30 pm, Children’s Religious Educa-
tion Cooordinators Christina Boardman and Janey 

Madlani run Chuurchcraft, a Minecraft session for UU 
kids. The kids learn about new religions and attempt to 
make shrines and temples in Minecraft.

One Sunday a month, the children have a “wonder 
packet” lesson with items sent by their teachers in ad-
vance. Last year saw lessons on Diwali, solstice, and de-
mocracy, as the children got involved in encouraging 
people to vote.

We also had some fun in person during socially- 
distanced events: we had a bottle rocket launch and 
pumpkin carving, and we hope to have movies under 
the stars as Covid cases decline.

For our Martin Luther King Day wonder packet les-
son, kids listened to the “I have a dream” speech and 
shared their dreams for the future, where they hope to 
see an end to racial prejudice and more environmental 

protection. We took a virtual tour of the Civil Rights 
Musuem and we read Milo's Museum, a book about a 
girl who, after not seeing people who look like her at a 
history museum, creates her own museum. 

Finally, kids created our own virtual museum, with 
items that celebrate their own history. Museum exhibits 
included two soccer trophies, a photo from an aquarium 
in Japan, a family photo, and a scrapbook from a trip to 
the Bahamas. Christina shared her mother's pearl neck-
lace, which her mother got as a high school graduation 
present. Janey shared her mother's Sari and talked about 
people used to think it was strange when she wore it in 
England. 

Join us next month when we will have another 
anti-racism lesson, in honor of Black History Month.

Christina Boardman, christina@ussb.org
and Janey Madlani, janey@ussb.org
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Justice & Equity Open House Sunday, February 7
Instead of coffee, join us for 
a cUUp of justice!

On Sunday, February 7, After the 10:00 am ser-
vice, we will offer a Justice & Equity Open 

House. Concurrent with Coffee Hour, but in a sep-
arate Zoom room, our open house will be a chance 
to learn about the activities and accomplishments 
of the Justice & Equity Team and help you find 
ways to get involved!

Rev. Julia facilitated the first Friday Justice Call 
last May as "a weekly online meeting dedicated 
to advancing justice and compassionate outreach 
during this time.” At first, our main issue was pris-
on justice. “drive-by demonstrations” were orga-
nized in Lompoc, and caravans of UUs headed up 
from here.

Since then, space has been held every Friday 
morning, from 10:00 to 11:00 am, for members 
of the congregation to come together to share re-
sources and opportunities for action to address so-
cial justice issues locally and nationally. Our list of 
topics that we address has grown to include not just 
prison justice but issues of racial justice, immigra-
tion, and voting rights.

The weekly Zoom meeting is now called the 
Justice & Equity Call, and the group that assembles 
then is the Justice & Eq-
uity Team. This group is 
open to anyone with an 
interest in learning about 
the political and social 
issues confronting our 
community, state, and 
nation, and a desire to 
learn about opportunities 
to get involved. 

As a first step, please join the Justice & Equity 
Group on Realm. We understand the Friday morn-
ing time slot is not ideal for everyone. If you’re not 
able to attend the regular Friday calls, please join the 
Justice & Equity Group on Realm, where you can 
read the weekly meeting notes and find out about 
opportunities to take action. 

Stay tuned for details about more Justice & 
Equity gatherings and updates outside of Friday 
mornings.

Justine Sutton

All in the Family
Longtime USSB member Ruth Beach died on January 15 at the age of 
100. She lived at Casa Dorinda for 31 years and will be missed by all who 
knew her. For more about Ruth's life, see our profile of her in the October 
2020 Kaleidoscope.
Dale Charpentier died on December 28, 2020 in Jacksonville, Florida. 
He was a friend of USSB since 2004, and is survived by his wife, member 
Florence Michel.
Sean Donovan, who joined USSB in 2016, died on January 1. A resident 
of Garden Court, Sean was known for his puckish presence during coffee 
hour, his colorful style, and his loving heart.
Dick Jensen, another longtime member, died on November 30, 2020. See 
page 6 for a remembrance of his life. 
Marcia Sherman died on January 12, 2021, in Lompoc, where she'd been 
living for the last few years. Marcia became a member of USSB in 2009.

Ruth Beach

Sean Donovan
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I want to mark Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s day by sharing memories of a time 
when the music poured forth from our Chancel Choir singers under Ken Ryals’s 

able direction in celebration of a previous Rev. Martin Luther King Day. The world 
was different then. Not as it is today. We have left behind a certainty about the era 
we lived in which I long to regain. 

Please enjoy these photos and imagine that joyous noise and hope for—dream 
of—another day.

Catherine Callahan
January 19, 2021

Taking a Look Back: 
Ken Ryals & the Chancel Choir Celebrating MLK Day

Photos courtesy of Marty Jenkins

Dick Jensen (1937-2020)
Me: “How’s it going, Dick?”
Dick: “100 percent.”

This is how most of our conversations started. It didn’t 
matter the topic, or the day, or how we felt, or the state 
of how either of us found ourselves in. 100 percent. 

Dick Jensen was a friend, mentor, and colleague. I 
didn’t know Dick prior to 1999 when I came to Santa 
Barbara and he and Bonnie returned from Santa Cruz. 
I found my way to the Unitarian Society and quickly 
became taken by this tour de force that seemed to know 
everybody and be involved with everything, not only 
at the Unitarian Society but the greater Santa Barbara 
community. USSB, UCSB, Planned Parenthood, Gau-
cho basketball, Gaucho soccer. The list goes on and on. 

Dick was wise, worldly, and insightful. He was not 
only funny but fun. Mostly he never took himself as se-
riously as others did. Conversations always started with 

facts, information, and intent, and ended with a loud 
belly laugh that always gave me permission to take his 
words for what I felt they were worth. 

Ring . . .
Voicemail: You have one new message . . .
Dick: “Hey Gary, Dick. Gaucho’s are playing the 

University of the Needy Sisters of Charity;  I’ve got 
tickets. Bonnie and I will pick you up at 6:00 on Hope 
Avenue.”

I always got tickets to the games that only a true fan 
would want to go to. But the fun was watching Dick, 
who would be cheering on the team as if it was the 
NCAA Final Four. A Gaucho Forever. 

I’ll miss you Dick, as will so many others. The best to 
you my friend. Till another time . . . 100 percent.

Gary Welterlen
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Sunday Worship Services livestream on Zoom and Facebook at 10:00 am 
The office is available by phone and email Sunday mornings and Monday to  Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Deadline for the March issue: Monday, February 22
Email: Kaleidoscope@ussb.org

Sunday services livestream at 10:00 am
Join us on Zoom or Facebook, or use your phone 

to dial in and hear the service live.
To listen to the service on your phone, call 1-669-900-6833 and then enter the Sunday 
services meeting ID: 960 0363 8223#
You may call in starting five minutes before the service begins.
Zoom and Facebook links are sent out in the Friday email, in a special Sunday morning 
email, and are always available on the front page of our website, www.ussb.org.  Contact 
our office at ussb@ussb.org if you'd like to be added to our email list.
Can’t be with us when we're live Sunday morning? We archive every service video on our 
YouTube channel and on our website at www.ussb.org/audio.


