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Living with Integrity, Nurturing Wonder, Inspiring Action

Kaleidoscope
Sundays in July

Rev. Julia and our Worship Arts Team lead services every Sunday at 10:00 am

Pre-service greetings begin at 9:55 am

Join us on Zoom or Facebook, or use your phone 
to dial in and hear the service live.

Call 1-669-900-6833, and then enter meeting ID 487 192 554# and you will be able to 
listen to the service. You may call in starting at 9:55 am.
Zoom and Facebook links are sent out in the Friday email, in a special Sunday morning 
email, and are always available on the front page of our website, www.ussb.org. 
Can’t be with us when we're live Sunday morning? We archive every service video on 
www.ussb.org/audio.

Sunday, July 5

“The old capital was in ruins, while the new was yet to rise.” These words were writ-
ten by Japanese poet Kamo-no-Chomei in an epic poem he wrote after a series of 
disasters (including plague, earthquake, and fire) devastated his hometown of Kyoto 
in the late 12th century; “To understand the world of today, hold it up to the world of 
long ago.” What wisdom does this centuries old Buddhist poem offer us now?

Sunday, July 19

When we say “we”, who do we mean? Join Ellen and 
other members of USSB to reflect on who gets includ-
ed in our sense of community and hear stories about 
what it means to expand the circle of care.

Sunday, July 12
Rev. Nathan Ryan

“Who Is Our Community?”

“This Liquid Moment”

Sunday, July 26

Ellen Broidy

Rev. Julia Hamilton

“Music Sunday!”

Reflections on creation, rebellion, and liberation. Our 
guest minister this Sunday comes to us from the Uni-
tarian Church of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. (Fun fact: 
Rev. Nathan and Rev. Julia both came of age in the 
same UU congregation in New Orleans.)

“Let Me Out”

Ken Ryals & the USSB Music Ministry



Flower Communion 2020
Thank you to everyone who stopped by the day before Flower Communion service to drop off a flower, 
pick up a daisy, and say hello. It was wonderful to see you, even from six feet away.
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Membership Notes
Flowers & Faith
Flowers renew my faith in the world. 

What do I mean by that? It means that the in-
finite shapes, colors, and designs of the botanical life 
are regular sources of inspiration. Each week, either my 
husband, daughter, or I chooses a budget bouquet for 
the home, given to us for free at the end of the farmers 
market by a nearby grower, or chosen from buckets at 
Trader Joe’s, or picked from my mom’s yard. (This week 
is delicate pink peonies that start out tight balls of solid 
color and unfold, over the days, to perfumed blossoms 
that look rose-like and effusive.) 

My floral-philia is why I love the Flower Commu-
nion so much. Take flowers, combine a lovely, historic 
UU ritual, and add people gathering and you have my 
favorite type of occasion. This year, of course, the “peo-
ple gathering” was impeded slightly by Covid-19, so we 
approached each other from afar, with a drive-though 
flower drop-off. 

Flowers flout any sense of order or regular structure 
or limits to nature’s bounty. Every color, shape, and 

detail is represented. I 
saw this in the blooms 
brought to our sanctu-
ary steps, and it reminds 
me of people. Why is it 
so easy to celebrate the 
explosion of difference 
in flowers but not ad-

mire the same extreme originality in the shapes, sizes, 
nationalities, and more of humans.

I’m talking, sideways, about racism. Because as we 
gathered for a lovely, idyllic display of florabundance, 

the nation rocked and vibrated 
in shock at the horrific death of 
George Floyd. Buckets of gerber 
daisies in shocking pink, yel-
low, and red framed our wayside 
pulpit proclaiming: Black Lives 
Matter. 

I celebrate the Technicolor 
hues of flowers; I celebrate the 
multitudinous colors of skin. 

I celebrate the botanical world and I investigate the 
human world. And just as flowers die or rot or are picked 
by laborers paid nothing, there is a dark side to the 
bloom. Joy and sorrow, wrapped together, like so much 
of life right now. A beautiful celebration of blossoms 
and a terrible execution at the hands of police. Darkness 
and light, beauty and horror, suffering and delight. 

I started the Racial Justice Book Group for this sum-
mer because, like so many of you, I am driven to become 
more curious, interested, and engaged in the compli-
cations of race relations, racial equity, and anti-racism 
right now. We must, all of us, keep trying to find the 
sweetness in the world, but not be naïve to the challeng-
es. And when life feels devoid of the divine, take my cue 
and buy a single rose from the farm-
ers market, scented and perfect. Or 
pick a roadside dandelion. Or search 
for wildflowers on a hike. There is so 
much glorious color to the world, if 
we just stop long enough to see it. 

Maureen Claffey
Director of Congregational Life

maureen@ussb.org
Photos by Maisie Claffey
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Volunteers at Live Oak UU in Goleta are working 
to turn out the vote in battleground states where 

voters are being purged from the rolls. They have joined 
with the nonpartisan group Reclaim Our Vote, which 
has a postcard campaign to reach voters of color and 
help get them to the polls. This is part of “UU the Vote,” 
a nonpartisan faith initiative to mobilize voters.  

www.uuthevote.org
Live Oak UU and the Fearless Grandmothers of San-

ta Barbara recently sent 1,000 postcards to Texas voters 
who had been de-registered from the voter rolls. Right 
now, 20 volunteers from both groups are addressing 
2,500 more cards to young people in North Carolina, 
urging them to vote and get their families and friends to 
the polls in November. The names and addresses were 
supplied by Reclaim Our Vote, which is working with 
the NAACP to identify voters of color at risk for not 
voting due to voter suppression in their states.  

Invitation from our friends at Live Oak 
UU the Vote

actionnetwork.org/forms/reclaim-our-vote-signup
“We are not done yet,” writes organizer Carolyn 

Chaney. “We want to make a difference in 2020. We 
still have 2,500 postcards and  we are willing to buy 
even more (they only cost $.06 each for 1,000, even less 
if we order a bigger batch from Reclaim Our Vote) if 
people volunteer to buy stamps and commit to writing. 
The current  campaign will target registered voters in 
Mississippi and North Carolina.”
Email Carolyn at cchaney@sfsu.edu for more information 
on how to participate in the postcard campaign.

realities —into faith-rooted action that addresses them at 
their institutional foundations. In 2020, priority issues 
for the UUJMCA include:

• Economic justice
• Immigrant justice
• Healthcare access
• Environmental justice
• Racial justice
Through the generation of faith-development re-

sources, accessible programming, and accountable 
relationships, UUJMCA serves to support all UUs in 
California in putting their faith into public action. For 
more information about how UUJMCA creates collab-
orative justice please visit www.uujmca.org.

Justice is not simply helping others survive. Justice is 
collectively ensuring that we are all able to thrive. 

The Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry of Cali-
fornia is a grassroots-led organization dedicated to 

advancing justice in our state by cultivating and con-
necting leaders and communities, and by empowering 
the public voice of those who share UU values and 
principles. 

Our Unitarian Univer-
salist faith calls us to edu-
cate and organize for justice 
that transforms our world. 
Widespread poverty, ineq-
uitable access to health care 
and higher education, and 
environmental degradation 
are embedded in the structures of our society. UU-
JMCA helps us move beyond charitable activity—the 
necessary efforts of reducing the symptoms of these 

July Outreach Offering 
UUJMCA: The UU Justice Ministry of California
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Library Corner

Tom Moore read The  Overstory, a novel by Richard 
Powers. This book is about nine Americans whose 
unique life experiences with trees brings them together 
to address the destruction of forests. Winner of the Pu-
litzer Prize for fiction in 2019.
Janet Brinckmann is reading Roger Cara’s Treasury of 
Great Cat Stories. This collection of stories about cats 
features works by writers such as Rudyard Kipling, Ed-
gar Allan Poe, Saki, Paul Gallico, Mark Twain, and oth-
ers, ranging from whimsical to gruesome.
Ellie Tuazon read Shanghai Girls, a novel by Lisa See. 
This is a moving historical novel exploring the bonds of 
sisterhood while powerfully evoking the often night-
marish American immigrant experience.
Lynn Dow recommends these books she’s read recently:
American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins. A woman of Puerto 
Rican descent writes a story in the voice of Mexican and 
South American refugees trying to cross the border to 
the U.S. with the help of a coyote. This was decried by 
Mexican-Americans as not being a true voice, but it’s a 
bestseller.
Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the Dead by Olga To-
karczuk. A Polish woman lives in a remote village near 
the border of Poland and the Czech Republic. She pre-
fers the company of animals over humans, but is friends 
with some of her neighbors. The book combines ele-
ments of a mystery, a thriller, and the story of a recluse. 
This novel was shortlisted for the 2019 International 
Booker Prize, and the author won the 2018 Nobel Prize 
in Literature. 
The Splendid and the Vile by Eric Larson. You wouldn’t 
think there would be any surprises in a book about 
Winston Churchill, but did you know he preferred 
pink underwear? This book follows Churchill’s career 

as Prime Minister of England during the war, resisting 
Hitler and heavy, hugely damaging bombing attacks, 
not to mention food shortages, clothing shortages, 
looting of bombed buildings, and the courage of the 
English people.  
Circe  by Madeleine Miller.  This number-one New 
York Times bestseller is about a minor goddess, Circe, 
exiled to an island by her father. Yes, she does turn men 
into swine, but only if they hit first.  
The Montecito Journal recommends The Giver of Stars 
by Jojo Moyes.
For more information about these books, check out 
www.goodreads.com.
Now please let us know what you are reading and what 
you recommend. Send your selections to Ellie Tuazon 
at ellietuaz@yahoo.com, or call (805) 252-9251. You 
can text or leave a message.

Your library committee is interested in learning what you are reading, and we want to share what we are reading 
with you.



Page 6

Dolores Huerta Street Renaming Project
New Challenges
Boy! Was I overly optimistic and naive in thinking we were at the last 

step! Since we fulfilled all the city's requirements as outlined in the 
ordinance for renaming a street, we assumed it was time to put it on the 
council agenda and take a vote. 

Unfortunately, the powers-that-be thought otherwise 
and presented us with more hurdles. They are asking us 
to do more "community outreach” to inform the West-
side community and ensure their support. They suggest 
we put up flyers, publish more articles in the papers, send 
an opinion poll to Westside residents, air interviews on 
Spanish radio, host public meetings in multiple sites, cre-
ate projects in the elementary schools, promote a video 

created by youth, re-screen the film Dolores, and possibly invite Dolores 
Huerta herself to speak at a big celebration of her work. Our outreach has 
already included more than 400 person-to-person contacts to date. Yet 
they don't specify any number of petition signatures, letters of support, or 
endorsements that are required.  

These demands were not listed in the ordinance and they were not asked 
for in the case of renaming Calle Cesar Chavez. The city is also pushing 
for the renaming of a school instead of a street. Our project has always been 
about a street for Dolores as there is for Cesar Chavez. Is this more gender 
bias? Obstacles are appearing out of nowhere.  

Our project has been put on the back burner for the next few months. 
I will let you know what, if anything, happens. I'm grateful to all who 
supported our project by signing petitions or writing letters of support. 
We still have hope. 

Rachel Aarons
The Women's Empowerment Project

In appreciation of:
William Gallivan, MD—Julie Lopp
Trudi Straede—Anonymous
Barbara Greenleaf—Anonymous
Alexia & Owen Stormo—Anonymous
In honor of:
My mother, Evelyn Collons—Candace White 

July Personal Blessings
There are so many occasions when we want to say “Thank 
You” or “Bless You” for some kindness, or acknowledge a 
birth or the passing of a loved one. Personal Blessings are a 
unique way to honor an individual or a special event, while 
at the same time providing financial support to our cherished 
community at USSB. To give a Personal Blessing, use our 
online form at www.ussb.org/personalblessing. 



The BLM Protest
Interview with Ava McMahon

My mom and I decided to attend the BLM protest at 
the courthouse in Santa Barbara. It was nerve racking be-
cause of the danger of big crowds due to the coronavirus, 

but I had a good feeling too because 
everyone there cared about the same 
thing. Black Lives Matter. People 
gathered together for about an hour 
and then walked down State Street, 
we had made signs and within 15 
minutes of being there everyone 
lit candles. With State Street hav-
ing no cars, the walk was fast. It felt 
good, I felt that I had done my good 
deed for the day, it made my heart 
happy, you know it felt right.

After the protest people walked back down State Street 
but when we looked at the crowd, there were so many 
people, so we took a different less crowded way home. I 
am glad I went, it’s good for me to have these experienc-
es, it prepares me to be a good human.

Why were you there, what did the protest mean 
to you? The reason I was there was that Black lives are 
not being treated well. There have been so many different 
killings, and people are fed up. People have been silenced 
for so long. The latest killing of George Floyd made them 
angry, how could such a death happen? It sparked an end 
to the silence, people have been quiet too long, no more si-
lence. We should keep on supporting BLM until everyone 
is treated equally with fairness. BLACK LIVES MATTER.

What would you say to people who say “All Lives 
Matter”? I would give them examples of black lives be-
ing important, we need to educate them on what is hap-
pening, beating up people is bad. We have to show them 
that Black lives are important and Black people cannot 
keep being treated this badly.
Want to see your story here? Send it to janey@ussb.org.

Dear 2040 Self
by Dillon Madlani

Okay, whatever you are doing right now go outside 
and call your parents (if they are still alive) and say how 
much you love them.

I hope you are doing well. Do you still play soccer 
or sing? What are you when you grow up? Do you re-
member that annoying coronavirus? Yeah, it really sucks. 
That's where I’m stuck in time. How long does it take to 
blow over?

Now let’s talk about me, Or maybe I 
should say us. Anyway, I’m eleven-and-
a-half, I’m doing well. My favorite art-
ist is Billie Eilish. My favorite fruit is a 
three-way tie between pineapple, kiwi, 
and mango. What is yours? My favorite 
author is Stuart Gibbs.

As much as I would love to know the answers to all 
these questions, I know that will have to wait till 2040.

Remember graduating elementary school? (Of course 
you do.) It’s exactly one year from now! Did we win the 
sixth grade vs. teachers kickball game? (Of course we did.)

Just so you know, our age goal is to peak at 100 (or 
later) or just finish the century of 2000. You must be 
turning about 32 soon! How many life or death situa-
tions have you had? I really hope you are still alive.

I hope you kept fit (even after having kids) and I also 
hope you chose a good wife. As a kid I always wanted to 
travel, so would you mind adding that to your bucket list?

Sincerely,
Dillon of 2020

P.S. Is bacon and pineapple your favourite pizza topping? 
P.P.S. Please get a dog (preferably a Pembroke Welsh Corgi).

Kaleidoscope Kids

Summer RE Classes!
Yogaart  — Learn yoga and make some art, as we 
explore our UU principals. Videos released every week. 
www.ussbfamily-fun-site.com/apps/links/
UU Kid’s Science — Try out some ex-
periments, as we explore our UU values-
through science! youtu.be/UHy15tTy9Yk

Got COVID-19 Questions?
Social Epidemiologist Dr. Rebecca Fielding Miller 
is answering USSB kids' and families’ questions in 
August (details to come). Send your ques-
tions to christina@ussb.org. Also check 
out her video for UU Kid’s Science! you-
tu.be/4JrOFHZoj9Q
Antiracist Books of the Month
Ages 2+: Antiracist Baby, by Ibram X. Kendi
Ages 8+: Through my Eyes, by Ruby Bridges



We'll miss you, Kathleen.
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