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Living with Integrity, Nurturing Wonder, Inspiring Action

Kaleidoscope
Sundays in September

Rev. Julia and our Worship Arts Team lead services every Sunday at 10:00 am

Pre-service greetings begin at 9:55 am

Join us on Zoom or Facebook, or use your phone 
to dial in and hear the service live.

Call 1-669-900-6833, and then enter meeting ID 960 0363 8223# and you will be able to listen 
to the service. You may call in starting at 9:55 am.
Zoom and Facebook links are sent out in the Friday email, in a special Sunday morning email, 
and are always available on the front page of our website, www.ussb.org.  Contact our office at 
ussb@ussb.org if you'd like to be added to our email list.
Can’t be with us when we're live Sunday morning? We archive every service video on 
www.ussb.org/audio.

Sunday, September 6

“Making It Work”
Rev. Julia Hamilton

With school online and so many of us working through 
this pandemic, how do we “make it work” as a society, 
not just as individuals? This Labor Day, instead of a 
“Blessing of the Backpacks” we will be doing a “Bless-
ing of the Devices”—all your laptops, chromebooks, 
tablets, smartphones—any device you use to make 
your school and work and social life happen. Join us to 
celebrate Labor Day as we log on to learn, work, and 
live out our UU values in the world.

*Julia wants to see your home work space! Please 
send pictures of you and your family’s home office or 
school setup! Email them to eden@ussb.org by Friday, 
September 4.

Sunday, September 13

“Ingathering: Bringing It Home”
Rev. Julia Hamilton

This Sunday we kick off another year in the life of 
USSB. Just like you can dig a well and find ground-
water in your own backyard, we can find ways to tap 
into this community so that we can be sustained even 
while we are at home. Keep an eye on your inbox: 
We will be sending you details about our reimagined 
“Gathering of the Waters” annual ritual soon!

Sunday, September 27

“Universalism Then & Now”
Rev. Julia Hamilton

250 years ago, John Murray, a down-on-his-luck 
Universalist preacher from England, turned his life 
around after his boat crashed onto the shores of New 
Jersey.  In a stark counterpoint to the “fire and brim-
stone” preachers of his time, he spoke about a loving 
God who would never condemn anyone to Hell. What 
does this legacy of Universalism teach us today? How 
can we “Love the Hell out of the world” right now?

Sunday, September 20

“Shanah Tova: A Good Year”
Rev. Julia Hamilton

Rosh Hashanah (August 18) is the beginning of the New 
Year on the Jewish Calendar. What does it mean to look 
toward a new year with hope right now? Apples and 
honey, a year of plenty, peace and sweetness and com-
munity? How can we find renewal in this moment?

L
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My Memories of Ken Ryals
For years the best times of my week were Wednes-

days at 10:00 am and Thursday nights. Guaranteed 
hours of pure joy. The great thrill of creating beauti-
ful music, phrase by phrase, and the great fun of Ken. 
Nothing felt better than big belly laughs at his funny 
stories and antics and fitting my own small voice into a 
large, beautiful bouquet of voices. 

Ken’s rehearsals were a fine combination of excel-
lent instruction about how to use our voices (using 
“The Five Tools”) and stories from his vast repertoire 
of musical experiences. I’d think what we sang was 
good enough and then he’d push for more and voila! 
We created something new and pure and better than 
we knew possible. It was 
a pleasure to practice, part 
by part, and then fit them 
together. And then the 
joy of Sunday morning 
hearing how what we had 
learned fit into the rest of 
the service, and seeing the 
appreciation on the faces 
of the congregation. Not 
to mention that every 
Sunday Ken found a 
different way to place and 
arrange us in the sanctu-
ary, or to seat us within 
the congregation, and to 
dress us. The last words at 
every rehearsal were what 
colors to wear on Sunday! 

Ken’s stories began 
when he was a boy singing to his mother’s piano and 
is father’s preaching in a little community in Texas, 
I think. The whole family sang—his three sisters and 
he—all learning harmony so that it was second nature. 
When the family moved to Tucson, Ken joined a boys’ 
choir that traveled all over the country performing and 
schooling in-between performances. Ken told us stories 
about the boys’ antics and their achievements and also 
about his growing awareness of his own sexuality, and 
being asked to leave. We hope that wouldn’t happen 
today. We always wished he’d found a partner. He nev-
er had the family he wanted, but he was loving uncle 
and friend to lots of kids, and there were several women 
who would have taken him as their partner in a snap!

Ken knew all kinds of music and it was wonderful 
that all kinds of music were acceptable in our services. 
He’d tell us stories about opera singers—both their 

achievements and their torn costumes and stumbles on 
stage—and about singing with blues and gospel groups 
and spectacular stage musicals. He knew all the lyrics 
of hundreds of songs! And the names of the singers and 
composers. He’d help us find our high notes (“Open 
your mouth!”) and loosen up our groove (“Don’t hop 
like little cheer leaders, dig down!”). He was a big guy 
and a good dancer.

He was the nucleus of our big choir family. Because 
we loved him and the fun we had together, we happily 
helped. We had fun work days, and a loyal supportive 
core committee that helped plan and share the organi-
zation of our choirs. I started to write an appreciation 

for people who did extra jobs 
and realized I was listing half 
the choir. But deep thanks to 
Gail Fairburn, Patricia Reilly 
and Carol Sharpe. They 
kept him together. Ken had 
a terrible time organizing 
all his papers and music and 
the space to store them, plus 
all the little mementos and 
photos and art pieces in his 
office. We loved him for 
what he could do and also 
for what he struggled with.

Ken was also a wonderful 
florist and stage designer. 
He and Julia cooperated 
to create beautiful displays 
with drapery and candles 
and vases on Sundays to fit 

the theme and the activities of the service. We have a 
fine flower committee and Ken was sometimes one of 
them. He and Julia knew how to put on a show not 
only in content but in staging.

So much else to remember. He was a great cook. He 
loved his dogs, Millie and Isabel. He brought wonder-
ful musicians into our services. He was an actor and 
singer in the community. He loved to dress himself 
and others. We loved him, idolized him, worried about 
him, teased him, laughed at and with him, learned 
from him, learned about ourselves from him. We be-
came more than we knew we could be with his in-
struction and inspiration. We became a family around 
him and that family will endure. I’ll dedicate every 
song I sing to him and thank him for that great joy he 
helped me to discover.

Sally Hamilton
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Documenting the Undocumented: 
A Virtual Fundraiser on September 22
Are you looking for a way to make a difference 

during this COVID Stay Home time? Are you 
frustrated by your inability to participate in person in 
activities to make a difference in the lives of members of 
our community? Technology is making it possible for 
us to stay involved in the struggle for equity and justice, 
even if it’s hard for us to leave our homes.

On Tuesday evening, September 22 at 7:30 pm, 805 
Undocufund, with the support of the Interfaith Sanc-
tuary Alliance and SB ACT, is holding a virtual fund-
raiser to support its work assisting our undocumented 
neighbors who have lost sources of income during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The event itself will consist of 
stories from our local undocumented community — 
stories reflecting who our neighbors are, the obstacles 
they face, and the multiple ways in which they contrib-
ute to the rich and diverse fabric of our community.

The USSB Justice and Equity Team, an open Zoom 
group that meets every Friday morning at 10:00 am, has 
identified immigration justice as one of its focus areas. 
To further our commitment to this cause, we can think 
of no better way during this time of COVID-19 than 
to support the work of 805 Undocufund. One concrete 
way we can accomplish this is to appeal to you, the 
members of our beloved community, for contributions 
to make it possible for the Unitarian Society to co-spon-
sor this important event. We are initially aiming to raise 
$2,400 before August 31 in order to participate at the 
Gold Sponsor level. Once we reach this, we plan to con-

tinue to raise money to help 805 Undocufund continue 
its vital work.  As you probably know, in one of the cru-
eler ironies of the pandemic, our undocumented neigh-
bors have been deemed ineligible for federal COVID 
relief monies, making it all the more important to find 
funds to help these members of our community weather 
these challenging times. Every $1,200 raised will pro-
vide a check in that amount to a family in need in the 
805 region. In addition, USSB will commit to making a 
“donation in kind” by advertising the fundraiser widely 
in congregation newsletters and email blasts as well as 
during Sunday services.

We hope you will join with us in our effort to raise 
consciousness, awareness, and yes, dollars, in support of 
people who give so much but have ended up with so lit-
tle. If you are able to contribute, either towards helping 
us raise the $2,400 for Gold sponsorship or directly to 
support 805 Undocufund through USSB, you can mail 
a check to USSB with “805 Undocufund” in the memo 
or contribute online. Go to https://tinyurl.com/sq93nbq 
and enter your donation under 805 Undocufund. This 
link allows us to track USSB gifts.

You will, of course, also have an opportunity to 
make a donation during the virtual fundraiser. Looking 
forward to “seeing” you on September 22.

September Personal Blessings

There are so many occasions when we want to 
say “Thank You” or “Bless You” for some 
kindness, or acknowledge a birth or the passing 
of a loved one. Personal Blessings are a unique 
way to honor an individual or a special event, 
while at the same time providing financial support to our cherished community at USSB. 
To give a Personal Blessing, use our online form at www.ussb.org/personalblessing. 

In appreciation of:
Morgana Jacques and Ping
from Julie Lopp 
Rosanne Marquis
from Anonymous
Joan Crawford, a beautiful spirit and good friend
from Julie Lopp
Larry Kalish
from Anonymous
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always better than not wearing a mask.” When socializ-
ing outside she recommends meeting others in a park or 
a back yard, with everyone wearing masks and staying 
six feet apart. She also talked about how the virus sheds 
in poop, and how monitoring wastewater can alert us to 
virus spread in schools and other communities.  

When thinking about COVID-19 as Unitarians, Dr. 
Fielding-Miller asks that we “not only think of the risk to 
ourselves, but the risk to others.” We need remember our 
privilege in so much as we have the ability to avoid the 
virus in how we interact with others who do not have the 
same ability to keep themselves safe.  

She also acknowledged that for many of us social dis-
tancing is not at all normal or natural. It’s normal to 
“want to give your friend a hug” and it’s natural to find 
social distancing frustrating and stressful. As such, we 
also should plan on not practicing it perfectly, and avoid 
situations where we could be tempted to end up in en-
closed spaces with people outside our households. 

Finally, she also recommends tipping extra for work-
ers taking on the risk of COVID exposure. 

Watch the full interview on our YouTube channel: 
https://youtu.be/EZeXtxEZUAQ 

Centering Evidence &  Social Justice Under COVID-19 
with Dr. Rebecca Fielding-Miller

On August 6 Rev. Julia sat down (via Zoom) with 
Dr. Rebecca Fielding-Miller, a public health pro-

fessor at the University of California San Diego and 
member of the First Unitarian Congregation of San 
Diego. Dr. Fielding-Miller’s work focuses on the inter-
section of race and gender and infectious disease. Previ-
ously she has studied AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa, but 
recently she has shifted her focus to COVID-19. 

After a short presentation on risk factors for different 
groups and a brief review of the importance of venti-

lation, Dr. Fielding-Miller 
answered practical ques-
tions from kids and adults 
for over an hour. Questions 
included the safety of out-
door sleepovers, whether 
or not you need to wear a 
mask when meeting with 
friends outside, how accu-
rate COVID tests are, and 
many other topics.  

In discussing outdoor sleepovers she stated, “In gen-
eral, outside is always better than inside, further apart is 
always better than closer together, and wearing a mask is 

Dr. Fielding-Miller

Christina Boardman
USSB Religious Education Co-Coordinator

In 2018, 98% of the seniors in the program graduated 
from high school and 92% enrolled in post-secondary 
education.  

This year will 
be a particularly 
challenging one 
for all students. 
Funds collected 
through the Outreach Offering will support students' re-
mote learning needs, including noise-canceling headsets, 
electronic pencils, and other electronic necessities, as well 
as the purchasing of non-perishable snacks to be distrib-
uted at school sites during drive-by pick-up times.

Please give generously in September to support this 
program and the dedicated young people it serves. For 
more information, please visit the SBEF website: 

www.sbefoundation.org/the-academy-for-success/

The Academy for Success is a life-changing program 
of the Santa Barbara Education Foundation, available in 
each of Santa Barbara’s public high schools. The Acad-
emy provides academic and emotional support for stu-
dents who identify themselves as not likely to make it 
through high school. Participating students are placed 
in a cohort to work with Academy teachers and men-
tors, and attend group and personal counseling to help 
develop healthy behaviors.

The Academy program is a three-year plan. Stu-
dents are identified as eligible for the program in the 
ninth grade, and start the program at the beginning of 
their tenth grade year:
Year One —Teaching Success: Making them students
Year Two—Connecting Lives: Community partnerships 
and integration
Year Three—Post-Graduation: College and career planning

September Outreach Offering
Academy for Success, Santa Barbara Public High Schools
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Everything You Need to Know for 
Auction 2020: Pajama Party! 
Planning is underway and we are now soliciting do-

nations for the 2020 USSB virtual auction fundrais-
er! Things may look a little different this year, but the 
goal is the same: to raise money to support the programs 
and actions of the Unitarian Society while providing 
opportunities for community and connection.

After months of physical distancing, many creative 
and contact-less ways of being together have emerged 
in this community and beyond. Connection, even if 
only virtual, is more important than ever right now and 
we hope these virtual auction events will not only be a 
safe way to be together but a fun and uplifting part of 
being in community during this challenging time. 

Please read through the helpful  Auction Donation 
FAQ for all the information you may need on donations:
www.ussb.org/wp-content/uploads/USSB-Virtual- 
Auction-Donation-FAQ-1-1.pdf

Our auction web page, where you can submit your 
donation, can be found here:

www.auctria.com/auction/ussb2020
We will also be holding a Happy Hour and Brain-

storming Meetup via Zoom on Sunday, September 6 
at 5:00 pm  if you would like to bounce around some 
ideas. This will be a fun, informal virtual gathering to 
help us all think of fantastic offerings for the virtual auc-
tion. Bring your own beverage of choice and meet us 
there for a fun time of creative brainstorming! Click 
here or check on Realm for link to join: https://zoom.
us/j/94002444187

Volunteers Needed
We are looking for a few helping hands to assist us 

this year. 
Volunteer Proxies
If you are comfortable with online ordering, we are 

looking for a few good people to volunteer as proxies 
and assist members who may not have internet access or 
are not necessarily comfortable with online processes to 
act as proxies. 

Volunteer Tech Hosts
We are looking for a few folks who are familiar with 

Zoom to volunteer as “tech hosts” for donors who would 
like the virtual assistance during their live events. Must 
be familiar with the basics of screen-sharing, admitting, 

Important Auction Dates:
Sunday, September 6 at 5:00 pm

Auction Brainstorming and Happy Hour
Monday, September 21 

Donation deadline
Sunday, October 11 to Saturday, October 17

Week of bidding
Saturday, October 17 at 5:00 pm

Live celebration event and raffle

muting, and other things. Volunteer Tech Hosts will 
have the bonus of getting to attend/participate in some 
fun virtual events at no cost!

Thank you! We look forward to seeing what creative 
ideas and opportunities for community and connection 
this congregation dreams up.
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Terrific Scientific Camp 
Stop-Motion Animation by Leland Riordan
I did the Stop Motion camp, we made our own animated 
films. We spent the first day learning about animation, 
we made a flip book and we made 
our own backgrounds. We even 
used green screen! My film had lots 
of spaceships and submarines and 
explosions. I had made all my props 
out of clay and by moving them 
slowly and taking pictures with the 
webcam I managed to make a film. I also added screams 
and sounds of explosions, it was epic!

Terrific Scientific Camp 
RPG Video Games by Dillon Masri
I am at Providence School in San Roque 
doing the Video RPG Game week. RPG 
means Role Play Games, so we basical-
ly make a video game with our chosen 
worlds, dungeons, and maps. It’s like a 
2-D Zelda. It's fun because you are in 
control.Mostly it’s fun to play games, 
but sometimes I think, wouldn’t it be 
cool if the game did this other thing? 
Now I can make a game exactly how I want!
Visit www.terrificscientific.org for more information.

Westmont College & Junior Lifeguards
Outdoors Camps by Maisie Claffey
I went to some outside camps this summer. At Westmont 
Sports Skills we did archery, basketball, pickle ball, pogo 
sticking, stilts, and running hurdles. 
At the end of the day, we got to run 
into the sprinklers, it was so fun. I 
also went to Junior Lifeguards. We 
went on paddleboards and then they 
lined up all the paddles and we ran 
across and swam back to the pad-
dleboards. We didn’t save any lives, we’re too young for 
that, but we learned lots of skills. One day we swam to 
the harbor patrol boat at the buoy, you had to be faster 
than anyone else. We all screamed for our friends!

What the Kids Have Been 
Up to This Summer

Pokemon Go!
Maisie Claffey’s Interview:
“Pokémon Go is my favorite game. You know where 
they all are on a map, and you can keep them as pets. 
You catch your Pokémon and you 
can use your Pokémon in battles, 
you can fight at the gym and you 
get points. You choose a group, 
for example the Unitarian fountain 
is a great place for Pokémon. You 
can battle together to get a giant 
Pokémon. I play with Eden!”
I asked Eden, our USSB office manager, more about the game.
Pokémon Go is a free app you can download to a smart-
phone. It uses an actual map of the town you're in and 
lets your avatar find and catch animated Pokémon crea-
tures wherever you are. 
How do you play with Maisie and Cyprus?
We trade Pokémon through the app, battle each other to 
test how well we've trained our Pokémon, send each oth-
er gifts like power boosts, and check out what each oth-
er's avatars are wearing and what color their hair is today.
What is the most fun you have had with it?
Evolving your Pokémon is really fun, you get to watch 
them level up and the animation makes it seem like they 
really enjoy it. Also, a lot of the Pokemon names are ac-
tually Japanese words. Kabuto, for example, has a wide, 
hard head, and kabuto is also the Japanese word for hel-
met. Whoever thinks them up is very clever.
What is the most unusual place you have found Pokémon?
Probably at the Rose Bowl. 
Why do you like it so much?
It was something my son loved when he was younger 
so he got me started, and it was great that we could talk 
about a game that we both liked. He's 19 now and plays 
more difficult games these days, but it makes him hap-
py to see me still playing Pokémon, and he likes that I 
know more about Pokémon than he does!
Would you recommend playing Pokémon and why?
Besides the fact that it's a great way to connect with kids 
on their level, it's just fun to be a part of a game that's 
become a huge, global phenomenon. Also, when you're 
playing adult trivia games you always dominate when 
there's a Pokémon category.

Janey Madlani
janey@ussb.org
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Save the date: Sunday, September 13
In a space-themed mini-makerspace, we'll be making and 
launching bottle rockets! Bring your own bottle and use 
what we find in nature to decorate it and help it fly higher! 

To reduce the risk of spread, only families may attend. All 
participants will wear masks and be at least six feet apart. 
No materials or tools will be shared. The entire event will 
be outside.

Contact Christina Boardman for details on how you can 
participate! christina@ussb.org

Come to the Religious Education Launch! 

The Art and Joy of Worship: a Workshop
Saturday, September 12 from 9:30 am to noon
Have you ever wondered how our worship services at USSB are created? 
Do you ever wonder why we light the chalice, take up an offering, or what “benediction” 
means? 
Are you interested in storytelling, or what it means to craft a sermon? 
Do you have a creative idea for Sunday mornings? 
Are you interested in helping “behind the scenes” to craft audio and visual worship elements? 
This Zoom workshop is for you! Join Rev. Julia and the Worship Arts Team as we dive into 
the joyful work of what it means to craft a worship service in our new online format. Zoom 
link will be sent to all registered participants. A workshop packet will be sent out to all par-
ticipants. Register on Realm.
Registration deadline: Sunday, September 6.
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